
ACK Waikato: Church with Open Hearts 
The Easter Events Through the Eyes of Peter  

“Peter denies Jesus!”  10 April 2022 
 
 

Now that Jesus has made it clear what the demands of discipleship are, 

will the disciples persist?  Will Peter continue to follow Jesus on the path 
of suffering? 
 

Scripture Reading: Mark 14:27-31 (NLT) 
27On the way, Jesus told them, “All of you will desert me. For the Scriptures 
say, ‘God will strike 14:27 the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 
28 But after I am raised from the dead, I will go ahead of you to Galilee and 
meet you there.” 
29Peter said to him, “Even if everyone else deserts you, I never will.” 
30Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this very night, before the 
rooster crows twice, you will deny three times that you even know me.” 
31“No!” Peter declared emphatically. “Even if I have to die with you, I will 
never deny you!” And all the others vowed the same. 
 

Mark 14:66-72 (NLT) 
66Meanwhile, Peter was in the courtyard below. One of the servant girls 
who worked for the high priest came by 67and noticed Peter warming 
himself at the fire. She looked at him closely and said, “You were one of 
those with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
68But Peter denied it. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said, and 
he went out into the entryway. Just then, a rooster crowed.14:68 Some 
manuscripts do not include Just then, a rooster crowed. 
69When the servant girl saw him standing there, she began telling the 
others, “This man is definitely one of them!” 70But Peter denied it again. 
A little later some of the other bystanders confronted Peter and said, “You 
must be one of them, because you are a Galilean.” 
71Peter swore, “A curse on me if I’m lying—I don’t know this man you’re 
talking about!” 72And immediately the rooster crowed the second time. 
Suddenly, Jesus’ words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster 
crows twice, you will deny three times that you even know me.” And he 
broke down and wept. 
 
When Jesus tells His disciples that they are going to desert Him, He uses 
the word: Skandalizo.  
What does it mean to take exception?  
 



The events that take place in the passages read like a commentary on 
what Jesus says in Mark 8:38 
 
Mark 8:38 ? 38For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of 
him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” 
 
Instead of self-denial; 

Peter choose to deny Jesus. 
Instead of confessing Jesus to others; 
Peter choose to deny that He is His follower. 
 
What caused Peter to deny Jesus? What were the warning signs? What 
are the warning signs in our own lives? 
 
A. Lack of self-knowledge (sin knowledge) 
 
Mark 14:29 “Even if everyone else deserts you, I never will.” (Peter!) 
 
Through what Jesus suffered on the cross, we discover who we are 
deep inside. But when we lose perspective of it, we forget how bad our 
sin really is and can  over estimate our own ability to follow Jesus! 
 
B. Peter overestimated His own ability to follow Jesus. 
 
Mark 14:31 “No!” Peter declared emphatically. “Even if I have to die with 
you, I will never deny you!”  (Peter!) 
 
The irony is that Peter tells Jesus that He is willing to die with Him. 
But Peter had not even denied himself and died to himself. 
We make the same mistake when we do not realize our dependence on 
Jesus! 
 
C. False/Misplaced expectations of Jesus 
Peter could not associate the Messiah with someone who must suffer 
on a cross and die. 
 

It was a dark night in Peter's life. But mercifully, it wasn't just dark!  

 
 
 



Mark 14:27-28 27On the way, Jesus told them, “All of you will desert me. 
For the Scriptures say, ‘God will strike 14:27 the Shepherd, and the sheep 
will be scattered.’ 
28 But after I am raised from the dead, I will go ahead of you to Galilee and 
meet you there.” 
 
Jesus, the good Shepherd, voluntarily lays down His life for His flock (the 
disciples). He overcame the tomb and planned to restore them to 
Galilee. 
 
Mark 16:7 “Now go and tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is 
going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there, just as he told you 
before he died.” 
 

QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
1. Welcome everyone, make sure everyone knows each other. 
 
2. Open with a Prayer 
 
3. Give everyone a chance to briefly share how things are going with 
him/her AND share a memory about Easter or Lent. 
 
4. Today we read the passage about Peter's denial of Jesus as Mark 
describes it:  
Read  Mark 14: 27-31 and Mark 14:66-72 out loud. 
 
6. Ask: What struck you when we read the Scriptures or in the sermon of 
Sunday? 
Talk about it with each other. 
 
7. The events we read about read like a commentary on what Jesus says 
in Mark 8:27-38.  
What similarities can you notice between the two sections? 
 
 
7.2 Read: Luk 22:3-34, Joh 13:36-38, Matt 26:31-35. 
What similarities and differences do you notice in the passages about 
Jesus' prediction that Peter will deny Him?  
 
 



How does this enrich our understanding of what happened that night? 
 
8. In your own words, how do you understand what Peter says in v. 29: 
“Even if everyone else deserts you, I never will.” 
 
8.1 What do you think led Peter to make such a statement? 
 
 
      How does it happen in our own lives that we think/think like Peter? 
 
 
8.2 How do the cross events change the way we think about ourselves? 
 
9. In your own words; how do you understand what Peter is saying in v. 31: 
“Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you!”  
 
9.2 Read: 1 Pet 5:5b-11 What do these verses tell us about what Peter 
learned from his experience after the events?  
 
What can we learn from this for our own path with the Lord? 
 
 
10. What role do you think Peter's expectation that the Messiah would be 
a leader who would free the people from oppression, played in the fact that 
Peter took offense at Jesus (disowned him)?  
 
 
What does this tell us about the danger of having our own expectations 
of Jesus that are not necessarily based on who He really is? 
 
 
11. Read Mark 14:27-28 and Mark 16:7 What does the writer Mark want 
to tell his readers by writing down these words of Jesus?  
 
 
What hope does this bring us? 
 
 
Close by praying for each other! 
 


