
ACK Waikato: Church with Open Hearts 
The Easter Events Through the Eyes of Peter  

"Peter confesses Jesus as Christ!”  3 April 2022 
 
 Peter's role as leader among Jesus ' disciples. 
 
Mark writes honestly about the disciples ' failures and shortcomings! 
They are not superheroes, but ordinary fallible people and yet God uses 
such people in His kingdom. 
 
Scripture Reading: Mark 8:27-38 (NASB) 
27Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi; and on the way He questioned His disciples, saying to them, 
“Who do people say that I am?” 28They told Him, saying, “John the 
Baptist; and others say Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29And He 
continued questioning them: “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered and said to Him, “You are the Christ.” 30And He warned them to 
tell no one about Him. 
 
31And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise from the dead. 32And He was 
stating the matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke 
Him. 33But turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter 
and said, “Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on 
God’s purposes, but on man’s.” 
 
34And He summoned the crowd together with His disciples, and said to 
them, “If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up 
his cross, and follow Me. 35For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36For 
what does it benefit a person to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? 
37For what could a person give in exchange for his soul? 38For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory 
of His Father with the holy angels.” 
 
Matt 16:17-18 “And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, 
because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is 
in heaven. 18And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” 



Mark emphasizes what happened after Peter's confession! 
Peter's confession was genuine and true!  
But he did not understand the implications of the confession at all! 
 
Matt 16:22 “And yet Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, 
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You!” 
 
Peter's intention was probably not bad; but he clearly shows that he has 
no understanding of God's way of doing things! 
 
He struggles to identify Jesus as Lord with the way of suffering! 
 
We do not want the resurrection to be the victory AFTER suffering; but 
the victory that eliminates suffering!!! 
 
 
Jesus' reaction is very sharp!  
a. Jesus turned away from Peter (turned his back on Peter)  
b. And he said: “Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind 
on God’s purposes, but on man’s.” (Verse 33) 
 
 
We can so easily make our own assumptions when we read the Bible 
and then we think we know what God will or will not do in certain 
situations. We even explicitly (on behalf of God) tell this to people! 
Without it really being God's will! 
 
Jesus makes it clear that the true gospel is the gospel of the cross!! 
 
 
But Then Jesus goes a step further: (verse 34-35) 
34And He summoned the crowd together with His disciples, and said to 
them, “If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up 
his cross, and follow Me. 35For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus does not cancel the gospel of the cross! 
 
 
 All of this is absolutely worth it! 
 



QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
1. Welcome everyone; make sure everyone knows each other. 
 
2. Open with prayer 
 
3. Give everyone a chance to briefly share how things are going with 
him/her and to share a memory about Easter or Lent. 
 
4. For the next few weeks we will look at the Easter events as PETER 
saw and experienced them! 
Peter was the leader among the disciples. There are many positive and 
many negative things written about him in the Gospels.  
See if you can list some highs and lows in Peter's life. 
 
5. Today we read the passage about Peter's confession of Jesus as 
Mark describes it:  
Scripture reading: read Mark 8:27-38 aloud. 
 
6. Ask: What struck you when we read the Scriptures or listened to the 
sermon of Sunday? Talk about it with each other. 
 
 
7. Why do you think Mark writes so honestly about the disciples ' failures 
and shortcomings?  
 
 
8. Why do you think Peter took Jesus aside and rebuked Him? Chat 
with each other about this. 
 
 
9. Read verse 33.  
How does Jesus respond to what Peter says to Him? 
Why does Jesus respond sharply? 
 
 
10. When and how can we stand in the way of God's work? (Verse 33) 
 
 
 
 



11. Jesus does not just say that He, as the Christ, must suffer and die,  
Everyone who wants to be his disciple must follow his example. 
 
Read verses 34-38. 
 
In these verses, Jesus clearly describes what it means to be a disciple 
(follower) of Jesus. Talk about what it means and write down the various 
aspects that emerge in these verses: 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
 
 
12. To what extent are you currently living as a disciple (follower) of 
Jesus if you measure it by what Jesus says in verses 34-38 (point 11)? 
 
 
 
13. When you read these verses carefully, you see that it is absolutely 
worth being a disciple of Jesus! 
See how many reasons you can find in verses 34-38; why is it worth 
being Jesus ' disciple? 
 
 
 
14. Divide into groups of 2 or 3 and pray for each other in the small 
groups. 
 
 
 
Talk about how you're going to celebrate the Easter weekend. 
 


