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1. Jesus came to give us true hope in a broken and confused 

world. What is our expectation? 

Scripture reading: Luke 2:25-40 

 

The first Advent candle is the candle of HOPE. 

 

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:25-40 
25At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He 

was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah 

to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him 26and had 

revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. 27That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when 

Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as 

the law required, 28Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms 

and praised God, saying, 
29“Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, 

as you have promised. 30I have seen your salvation, 31which you 

have prepared for all people. 32He is a light to reveal God to the 

nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!” 
33Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. 
34Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s 

mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and 

many others to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but 

many will oppose him. 35As a result, the deepest thoughts of many 

hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.” 
36Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the 

daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. 

Her husband died when they had been married only seven years. 
37Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 

left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God 

with fasting and prayer. 38She came along just as Simeon was 
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talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She 

talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting 

expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem. 39When Jesus’ parents 

had fulfilled all the requirements of the law of the Lord, they 

returned home to Nazareth in Galilee. 40There the child grew up 

healthy and strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God’s favor 

was on him. 

 

During Advent we must turn our eyes to the true Hope and Light! 

 

Luke places Jesus' birth in a specific historical context.  

Jesus is the fulfillment of God's age-old promises!  

This Child is going to influence and determine all human history. 

 

Simeon looked forward to the coming of the Redeemer of Israel.  

The Holy Spirit leads Simeon to the temple, where he meets 

Jesus. 

 

Simeon said, "Now, Lord, your servant can die in peace. Indeed, 

just as you said, my eyes have seen your deliverance, which you 

have prepared for all people. A light that is revealed to the 

nations and brings glory to your people Israel." 

 

"Jesus" means "The Lord Is My Redeemer." 

 

Shalom is redemption and healing in every aspect of my life.  

 

Have you ever met Jesus like that? Are you experiencing His 

PEACE/shalom in your life? 

 

Salvation is not only for the Jews, but also for the non-Jews. 
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The price of salvation is high - suffering and a death on the 

cross!! (sword). verse 34–35): “34Then Simeon blessed them, 

and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to 

cause many in Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been 

sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. 35As a result, 

the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a 

sword will pierce your very soul.” 

 

The Christmas events are factual events in a specific historical 

context. It is true; it is a fact!!  

But we must recognize and worship JESUS as Saviour IN these 

facts. 

The Emmaus goers were so blinded by their circumstances that 

they could not recognize Jesus with them! (Luke 24) 

 

“We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue 
Israel.” 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUPS AND 
FAMILIES 

 
1. Welcome everyone, make sure everyone knows each other. 
 
2. Open with a prayer 
 
3. Say: "We started our new Advent series this week. Advent 
means "coming" or "arrival." We are getting ready to celebrate 
the coming of Jesus! In the first week of Advent, the candle of 
HOPE is lit." 
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You can also light a candle in the small group and realize anew 
that Jesus has come to bring true HOPE, regardless of our 
circumstances!   
 
4. Give opportunity for group members to  say what difference 
last week's message and study made in their life. 
 
 
5. Let's read together from Luke 2:25-40. 
Read this passage or ask someone to read it. 
 
 
6. What stood out to you when you read this passage or listened 
to Sunday's sermon?" 
Give opportunity for feedback and discussion. 
 
 
7. It is written that Simeon was led to the temple by the Holy 
Spirit. And that he lived with an expectation.  
What did his expectation of meeting the Savior do in his life?  
 
 
8. Read again what Simeon says in verses 29-32.   
What do you notice in what Simeon says? Share it with each 
other and talk about it. 
 
 
9. Read also what Simeon says to Mary in verses 34-35:   
What two important things does Simeon say about Jesus and His 

ministry in these verses? 

Write it down and then talk about it? 

 

10. Summarize the message of this passage in one sentence, 

write it down here; and then share it with the group. 
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11. Share with each other what your expectation  is for this 

Christmas season? 

What is your expectation for your life and the future? 

  

End with prayer for each other, for the congregation, for NZ and 

SA and the world! 

 

2. Jesus came to give us peace in a broken and confused 

world. 

Scripture reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

The second Advent candle is the candle of  PEACE 

 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a 

light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy; they rejoice 

before You according to the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when 

they divide the spoil. 4For You have broken the yoke of his 

burden and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as 

in the day of Midian. 
5For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, and garments 

rolled in blood, will be used for burning and fuel of fire. 
6For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 

government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 

called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of His government and peace 

there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His 

kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice 

from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 

will perform this. 
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“We did not enter his light; he came crashing into our 

darkness”. 

 

The symptoms of darkness can be seen everywhere: People 

live with anxiety, anger, hopelessness, distress. 

 

Is 8:21-22: 21They will pass through it hard-pressed and hungry; 

and it shall happen, when they are hungry, that they will be 

enraged and curse their king and their God, and look upward. 
22Then they will look to the earth, and see trouble and darkness, 

gloom of anguish; and they will be driven into darkness. 

 

It is in this darkness that God makes His light shine:  Jesus! 

The Prince of Peace. 

 

Shalom: The verb shalom means to repair what is broken. To 

make it whole. 

 

Lu 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

goodwill toward men!” 

 

The secret to experiencing Jesus' peace is to accept Jesus! 

 

What does Jesus' peace mean? 

 

1. Peace with God! 

Rom 5:1 “Therefore ,having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
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God has taken the initiative to repair the broken relationship 

between us and Him! 

 

2. Peace of God. 

Phil 4:6-7  “6Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 

known to God; 7and the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ 

Jesus.” 

 

Lu 2:29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, 

according to Your word” 

 

When we have peace with God, we can experience the peace 

of God in our lives. 

 

3. Peace with each other. 

Eph 2:14 “For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, 

and has broken down the middle wall of separation,” 

When we live as peacemakers, we live as children of our Father. 

 

Mt 5:9 “For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, 

and has broken down the middle wall of separation,” 

 

Is the Prince of Peace the King of your life??? 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUPS AND 
FAMILIES 

 
1. Welcome everyone, make sure everyone knows each other. 
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2. Open with a prayer 
 
3. Say: "We started our new Advent series this week. Advent 
means "coming" or "arrival." We are getting ready to celebrate 
the coming of Jesus! In the second week of Advent, the candle of 
PEACE is lit." 
 
You can also light a candle in the small group and realize anew 
that Jesus has come to bring true PEACE, regardless of our 
circumstances!   
 
4. Give opportunity for group members to  say what difference 
last week's message and study made in their life. 
 
 
5. Let's read together from Isaiah 9:2-7. 
Read this passage or ask someone to read it. 
 
 
6. What stood out to you when you read this passage or listened 
to Sunday's sermon? 
Give opportunity for feedback and discussion. 
 
 
7. Isaiah tells us that Jesus is the light and that He is also the 
Prince of Peace. He has come to give us true peace (whole 
making in every aspect of our lives). There are three aspects of 
peace: 
 
7.1 The first is peace with  God. Read Romans 5:1-11 and talk 
about what it means to have peace with God. What implications 
are there for our relationship with God now that we have peace 
with Him? 
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7.2 The second aspect is the peace  of  God. Read Philippians 
4:6-7, John 14:27, Luke 2:29-30. How would you describe the 
relationship between peace with God and the peace of God? 
How does this make a difference in your day-to-day life? 
 
 
 
7.3 The third aspect is peace with each other. Read Ephesians 
2:11-18. What divisions were there between the members of the 
church Paul wrote to? What walls of division exist between 
people today and how does what Jesus did make a difference? 
 
 
 
7.4 Matthew 5:9 describes our calling as children of God. What 
does this look like practically? 
 
 
8. Summarize the message of this passage in one sentence, 

write it down here; and then share it with the group. 

 

 

End with prayer for each other, for the congregation, for NZ and 

SA and the world! Pray that people will have peace with God.  

Pray that they will experience the peace of God in difficult 

situations, and that God's peace will come upon relationships 

that are broken and splintered.   

 

3. Jesus came to conquer our hatred and fear through His 

love. 

Scripture reading: 1 John 4:7-21 

 

The third Advent candle is the candle of LOVE. 
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Scripture Reading:  1 John 4:7-21 (NKJV Translation) 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who 

does not love does not know God, for God is love.  9 In this the 

love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His 

only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 

Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us 

and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if 

God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one 

has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in 

us, and His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that 

we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His 

Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent 

the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus 

is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we 

have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is 

love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in 

him. 17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may 

have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are 

we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts 

out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not 

been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved 

us. 20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is 

a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, 

how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this 

commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must 

love his brother also. 

 

God is love! Everything He is and does flows out of His 

essence of love! 

 



14 
 

God proves that He is love in two important ways. 

 

1. By sending his Son to us. 

1 Joh 4:9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that 

God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might 

live through Him. 

 

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have everlasting life.  

 

Phil 2:6-7 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it 

robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, 

taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of 

men. 

 

Joh 17:3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent 

 

God became human to open the door for us to be part of the 

Trinity and love. (Joh 17:23-24) 

 

2. By sending his son to die for us. 

 

The manger and the cross are proof that God is love! 

 

1 Joh 4:10 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 

loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

 

Have you experienced the love of God in your own life? 
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1 Joh 4:16 16 And we have known and believed the love that God 

has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, 

and God in him 

 

God's love changes us in two important ways. 

 

1. God's love makes me love others. 

1 Joh 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; 

and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

 

1 Joh 4:12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one 

another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us 

 

Love is fulfilled when we have experienced God's love and, as 

a result, begin to love others. 

 

2. God's love removes unhealthy fear. 

1 Joh 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out 

fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not 

been made perfect in love 

 

Love and fear cannot coexist, just as light and darkness cannot 

coexist. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUPS AND 
FAMILIES 

 
1 Welcome everyone, make sure everyone knows each other. 
 
2. Open with a prayer 
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3. Say: "We started our new Advent series this week. Advent 
means "coming" or "arrival." We are getting ready to celebrate 
the coming of Jesus! This week we light the candle of love.   
 
You can also light a candle in the small group and realize anew 
that Jesus has come to show us how great God's love is. 
 
4. Give opportunity for group members to say what difference 
last week's message and study brought into their life. 
 
5. Let’s read 1 John 4:7-21. 
Read this passage or ask someone to read it. 
 
 
6. What struck you when you read this passage or listened to 
Sunday's sermon? 
Provide opportunity for feedback and discussion. 
 
 
7. John writes in 1 John 4:8, "God is love”, in your own words 
share with the group what it means that God is love. How is it 
different to say that love is God? 
 
 
8. Read 1 John 4:16, what does it mean to know and trust God's 
love?  Are you doing this in your life? If not, what will change in 
your life if these verses become a reality in your life? 
 
 
9. Read 1 John 3:16, 1 John 4:7-8, 1 John 4:12, 1 John 4:20-
21, Discuss why this love so important to one another? 
 
9.1 Read Matthew 5:43-48  why is it so important that we also 
love those we don’t get along with, what are the reasons Jesus 
gives for this? 
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10. Talk to each other about the fears people in society currently 
have, how much of it is healthy fears and how much of it is 
unhealthy? How do you know that fear has become unhealthy in 
one's life? 
 
10.1 Read 1 John 4:18,discuss  why love and fear cannot 
coexist? 
 
 
11. Discuss how we can be light bearers of God’s love this 
Christmas in the midst of all the fear and division and 
lovelessness. 
 
 
End with prayer for each other, for the congregation, for NZ and 

SA and the world! Thank God for the manger and the cross and 

ask Him that His love will become a reality more and more in our 

lives, our church, and our community. 

 

 

4. Jesus' birth is cause for great joy. 

Scripture reading: Luke 2:8-20 

 

The fourth Advent candle is the candle of JOY. 

 

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:8-20 (NKJV Translation) 
8Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the 

fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And behold, an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10Then the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11For there is born 

to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the 
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Lord. 12And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe 

wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying: 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
15So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into 

heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” 16And they came with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17Now 

when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying 

which was told them concerning this Child. 18And all those who 

heard it marvelled at those things which were told them by the 

shepherds. 19But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in 

her heart. 20Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 

them. 

 

Jesus came to bring true joy to mankind in a period where 

mankind's circumstances gave them so little reason for joy! 

 

The Christmas events were received with great joy among 

the people of God! 

 

Lu 1:14 “And you will have joy and gladness, and many will 

rejoice at his birth.” 

 

Lu 1:44  “For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting 

sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.” 
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Lu 2:10 “Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all 

people.” 

 

 

The good news about Jesus ' birth was preached to shepherds 

to show that Jesus had come for all! 

 

Lu 4:18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has 

anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor…” 

 

The content of the message was that a Savior would be born to 

them in Bethlehem. 

 

Lu 2:11 “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” 

 

Micah 5:2 ““But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little 

among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to 

Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of 

old, from everlasting.” 

 

1. Savior: The One who delivers us from our sins. 

2. Christ the Lord: The anointed Lord. 

 

"These titles say that Jesus was specially chosen by God to 

deliver His people and establish His kingdom on earth." 

 

The sign is a baby in a manger. 
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The shepherds' encounter with Jesus led them to do 3 

things: 

 

1. They tell others about this. (v.17) 

2. They praise God with the angels. (v.20a) 

3. They return to their ordinary lives as people who saw the glory 

of God in Jesus. (v.20b) 

 

"When we see Jesus as the shepherds saw him, our lives 

cannot remain the same." 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUPS AND 
FAMILIES 

 
1 Welcome everyone, make sure everyone knows each other. 
 
2. Open with a prayer 
 
3. We started our new Advent series this week. Advent means 
"coming" or "arrival." We are getting ready to celebrate the 
coming of Jesus! This week we light the candle of joy.   
 
You can also light a candle in the small group and realize anew 
that Jesus has come to show us how great God's love is. 
 
 
4. Give opportunity for group members to say what difference 
last week's message and study brought into their life. 
 
 
5. Let’s read Luke 2:8-20. 
Read this passage or ask someone to read it. 
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6. What struck you when you read this passage or listened to 
Sunday's sermon?" 
 
Provide opportunity for feedback and discussion. 
 
 
7. Luke is the author of joy. Read the following verses and 
discuss the reasons for rejoicing that Luke gives. 
(Lu 2:10-11; Lu 6:23; Lu 8:13; Lu10:17-20; Lu 15:1-7;  
Acts 2:28; 14:17,16:34). 
 
 
8. What does it tell you about the Lord's heart toward mankind, 
that He sent His angels to make known to shepherds the good 
news of the birth of Jesus? 
What impact should this have in how we see and deal with 
people? 
 
 
9. When the shepherds found Jesus after the angels told them 
the good news, their encounter with Jesus led them to do 3 
things: 
 
9.1 They told others about Him. (v.18) 
 
Discuss: In what different ways can we share the message of 
Christmas with people? How can we do this practically this 
Christmas season? 
 
 
9.2 They praised God. (v.20) 
 
Discuss: In what different ways can we express our thanks to 
God for all He has done for us in Jesus (see also Romans 12:1). 
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9.3 They returned to their ordinary lives as people who saw the 
glory of God in Jesus. (v.20b) 
 
Discuss: How do you think God wants you to act in your job, 
your home, in your church, after this Advent series? 
 
 
End with prayer for each other, for the congregation, for NZ and 

SA and the world! Think about what God has done for you in 

Jesus and let it fill your heart with joy! 


