
BOTTOM LINE: 
Jesus died for me!

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will thank Jesus for dying for their sins.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 26:47-56, Luke 23:32-47, Jesus’ Arrest and Crucifixion

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
Jesus was arrested even though he had done nothing wrong. He was sentenced to die 
a very painful death on the cross. We have all sinned and don’t deserve to be in heaven 
with God. Jesus was the only person who never sinned and deserved to go to heaven 
without dying, but he chose to die in this way to pay the price for our sin so we could go 
to heaven too. 

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Thank you for sending Jesus to die for my sins. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT
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“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIRV)

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Give each kid one word of the memory verse. They have to remember their word and 
then they all have to stand up and line up in order, so that when they say their word, 
from left to right, they will have said the memory verse.

SMALL GROUP: 
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words. 
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story.
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CELEBRITY GUEST - SOLDIER

ITEMS NEEDED: 
2 Chairs
Biblical costume for Soldier

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
1M, 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Lisa Goodhost - A talk show host
Soldier - A Roman soldier

Talk show set, decorated as elaborately as you choose. Chairs are arranged for an 
interview. Lisa enters and addresses the audience. 

LISA: Good morning, and welcome to Celebrity Guest, the talk show that gets only 
the biggest names in the worlds of Hollywood, politics, and history. I’m your host Lisa 
Goodhost. We have a very special and serious show for you today, as we look at the 
arrest and crucifixion of Jesus. We’ll be talking with someone who was there. Let’s 
bring out our guest.

Applause. Soldier enters. Lisa shakes his hand and invites him to sit. Lisa sits in the 
other chair.

LISA: Hello. And welcome to Celebrity Guest.

SOLDIER: Ma’am.

LISA: All business, I see. And your name is?

SOLDIER: They told me I would not have to give my name.

LISA: It’s hard to be a celebrity without giving your name.

(Soldier is silently defiant.)
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LISA: That’s fine. . . Sir. And what is it you do for a living?

SOLDIER: I prefer not to answer that.

LISA: C’mon. You’ve got to give me something.

SOLDIER: Fine. I am a Roman soldier.

LISA: A Roman soldier. Were you on duty when Jesus was crucified?

SOLDIER: I was. It was unlike any crucifixion I’d ever seen. And I’ve seen a lot.

LISA: How was it unusual?

SOLDIER: It was different. He was different. Not like the criminals who we usually nail 
to the crosses. I had heard rumors that he was special. I’d even heard that he never 
sinned. And watching him as he hung on that cross, I believe it. 

LISA: What do you mean?

SOLDIER: When he was mistreated, he said “Father, forgive them for they don’t know 
what they are doing.ʺ He suffered on that cross, but he seemed like a man who was 
dying for a purpose. Like he was dying for someone else; someone that he loved 
dearly.

LISA: Christians say he died for the sins of the world.

SOLDIER: All I know is that when he breathed his last, when he was dead, I knew that 
a righteous man had died. Perhaps even the Son of God.

LISA: Wow, thank you for sharing. (to audience) A powerful story from someone who 
was there. Was Jesus the Son of God? Did he die for the sins of mankind? Keep 
watching Celebrity Guest as we explore those questions.

End.
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ITEMS NEEDED: 
Plate  (not paper or plastic)
White votive candle
Matches
Penny
Cup of water, with food coloring added (any color)
Clear drinking glass

Practice this a few times beforehand to ensure that you have the right amount of water 
for this experiment to work correctly.

Today we are talking about how Jesus came to die for us. What does that mean? Well, 
let me see if I can explain what happened on the cross.

Bring out the penny and set it on the plate, away from center.

This penny represents us. And this liquid represents sin. This is all the bad stuff. 
Wrongdoing. Disobedience. All the stuff that is against God.

Pour the water onto the plate, making sure the penny is submerged.

We live in a sinful world. And all of us have sinned. Sin kind of takes over. It consumes 
us. We’re drowning in our sin. But then Jesus came.

Place the white candle in the center of the plate. Light the candle.

He was the light of the world. Even though he knew no sin, he came to save us from 
ours. In order to do that, he had to die on the cross.

Place the glass over top of the candle. Within a few seconds, the water will be drawn up 
into the glass while the flame is extinguished. 

Jesus gave his life away. He died just as the light of the candle has died. But with his 
death, Jesus took away the sins of the world.

Let us thank Jesus for dying on the cross. Let us believe in him and put our trust in him.

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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THE SEARCH FOR LOVE

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Kiddie pool
Plastic Easter eggs (enough to fill a kiddie pool)
5 paper hearts

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Bring out a kiddie pool filled with plastic Easter eggs. Select 2 players. Instruct them 
that they are in search of love today: in some of the eggs there are paper hearts to 
represent love and they must find 3 in order to win the game. 

VARIATION: 
If you don’t have enough plastic eggs to fill a pool, set a large bowl of eggs in front of 
each player (with 3 hearts hidden somewhere in each bowl) with the same objective.

For an added challenge, fill some of the eggs with paper cut out in other random 
shapes. Just make sure your random shapes are distinct from heart-shaped; otherwise, 
you might have an argument on your hands.

Instead of paper hearts, you could use candy hearts for a little treat. Fill some of the 
other eggs with non-heart candy.

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
Sometimes love is hard to find. But with Jesus, we don’t have to go searching to see if 
he loves us. He loves us so much he came to earth to die for our sins, so that we could 
be with him forever. 

LARGE GROUP GAME
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
Jesus died for me!

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will thank Jesus for dying for their sins.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 26:47-56, Luke 23:32-47, Jesus’ Arrest and Crucifixion

INTRO:
Jesus ate dinner with his disciples that night. It was a special meal. It was the Passover 
meal. He told them that he was going to be leaving them soon, and that where he was 
going they couldn’t follow. His disciples were confused. They didn’t know what was 
going to happen.

But Jesus knew. He had come to earth to die for our sins. And it was happening soon.

During the meal, one of the disciples, Judas Iscariot left. He was going to see the chief 
priest. The chief priests wanted Jesus dead, and soon they were going to get their wish. 
Judas had agreed to help them for 30 pieces of silver.

After dinner, Jesus went with some of the disciples to the garden to pray. Jesus knew it 
was almost time for him to die for our sins. 

And then. . .

READ MATTHEW 26:47-56

MAIN POINT: 
Jesus was arrested. The chief priest accused him of blasphemy, which is speaking bad 
about God or lying about God. But Jesus was the Son of God. He was God. He couldn’t 
speak blasphemy. But the chief priests didn’t understand that. They just wanted to see 
him die. And Jesus was willing to die because he loves us so much and wanted to save 
us from our sins.

The chief priests took Jesus to the Roman governor, Pilate, for trial. Pilate asked Jesus 
question after question, but Jesus spoke very little. He didn’t defend himself. 
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Jesus had come to die for us.

Pilate could find nothing wrong that Jesus had done and attempted to set him free. But 
the crowds shouted, “crucify him!” A week ago, they were shouting “Hosanna! Save us!” 
Now they were calling for him to die. They didn’t understand, but Jesus did. In order to 
save us, he would have to die for our sins.

Reluctantly, Pilate agree to have Jesus crucified. And then. . .

READ LUKE 23:32-47

DRIVE IT HOME:
It wasn’t the Roman soldiers that put Jesus on that cross. It wasn’t the chief priests who 
put him there. It wasn’t Pilate or Judas Iscariot. 

It was Jesus’ love for us that put him on the cross. Jesus loves us so much he died for 
our sins. Each person deserves death for the wrong things they’ve done against God 
and against other people, but Jesus died in our place. He lived a perfect life and did not 
deserve death. But he died so that we could have life.

When we come to Jesus and ask for forgiveness, every wrong thing is wiped away. We 
are made new creatures. The righteousness that belongs to Jesus becomes our own 
righteousness.

If you want to experience that kind of love and forgiveness, I hope that you will ask 
Jesus to come into your heart. Talk to me or one of the other leaders, and we can talk 
to you about getting to know Jesus. 

And if you already have met Jesus and experienced his love and forgiveness, this is a 
great day to thank him again for coming to earth to die for our sins, for giving us new life 
and allowing us the chance to be with him forever. 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for sending Jesus to die for my sins. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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Jesus to come into your heart. Talk to me or one of the other leaders, and we can talk 
to you about getting to know Jesus. 

And if you already have met Jesus and experienced his love and forgiveness, this is a 
great day to thank him again for coming to earth to die for our sins, for giving us new life 
and allowing us the chance to be with him forever. 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for sending Jesus to die for my sins. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

ICEBREAKER:
What’s something special you’ve done for someone you love? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 14:6
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words. 
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Out of blue construction paper, cut out a teardrop shape. Cut the same shape out of red 
construction paper. “Blue represents the tender tears Jesus shed. Red represents how 
on the cross he bled.” Turn the drops upside down and join in a heart. “‘I love you so 
much I died for you,’ Jesus said.” Glue the heart together.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 26:47-56 & Luke 23:32-47

Which disciple helped the chief priests arrest Jesus? 

What did the disciples do when Jesus was arrested? 

Who was crucified with Jesus? 

How did the criminals react to Jesus? 

What good news did Jesus have for one of the criminals? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Your love amazes us. Thank you for dying on the cross for our sins. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
What’s the biggest thing you’ve done for someone you love?

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 14:6
Ask the kids what they think the writer was trying to say when he wrote these words. 
Then ask them how this verse is connected to today’s story.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Out of blue construction paper, cut out a teardrop shape. Cut the same shape out of red 
construction paper. “Blue represents the tender tears Jesus shed. Red represents how 
on the cross he bled.” Turn the drops upside down and join in a heart. “‘I love you so 
much I died for you,’ Jesus said.” Glue the heart together.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 26:47-56 & Luke 23:32-47

What sign did Judas give so that the chief priests would know who Jesus was? 

What did the disciples do when Jesus was arrested? 

Who was crucified with Jesus? 

How did the criminals react to Jesus? 

What good news did Jesus have for one of the criminals?  

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Your love amazes us. Thank you for dying on the cross for our sins. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS PAID THE PRICE FOR SIN



FILL IN THE BLANK

The disciple ___________ betrayed Jesus and delivered him into the hands of the chief 
priests.
JUDAS

One of the disciples drew his sword and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his 
_______.
EAR

There were __________ other men crucified with Jesus, both criminals.
TWO

Jesus said, “Father, ___________ them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
FORGIVE

Jesus told one of the criminals, “Today, you will be with me in ____________.”
PARADISE

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

The Life of Jesus Lesson 10

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: JESUS PAID THE PRICE FOR SIN

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS PAID THE PRICE FOR SIN

 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Jesus was arrested even though he had done nothing wrong. He was sentenced to die 
a very painful death on the cross. We have all sinned and don’t deserve to be in heaven 
with God. Jesus was the only person who never sinned and deserved to go to heaven 
without dying, but he chose to die in this way to pay the price for our sin so we could go 
to heaven too. Matthew 26:47-56, Luke 23:32-47, Jesus’ Arrest and Crucifixion

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Create a little container garden. As you plant the seeds with your kids, talk about how 
the seed appears dead, but will give life to beautiful plants and flowers. Discuss how 
Jesus chose to die – truly die – in order that we could have new life in him.

   AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Which disciple helped the chief priest to arrest Jesus?
- How many men were crucified with Jesus?
- How did the two criminals react differently to Jesus? 

                 AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)
     
      
      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Lack of honesty and vulnerability can keep us from acknowledging the sin we need to 
repent of. Be open and honest when you wrong someone in your family, even your kids. 
Ask them for forgiveness. It’s not a sign of weakness; it’s a wise and humble act that 
your kids will model if they see how much you value repentance.
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Have kids make “Stained Glass” Crosses. 

You’ll Need: 
Construction paper
Clear Contact paper
Tissue paper, in a variety of bright colors, cut into small (1”-2”) squares
Scissors

Cut the construction paper into a large cross. Cut out the center, leaving a ¾ inch 
border in the shape of a cross. (For consistency, make a cross “template” out of card 
stock or a file folder. These crosses can be made ahead of time, as this may be too 
detailed for kids to complete.)

Set down a piece of clear Contact paper – larger than the cross – onto the table sticky 
side up. Place the hollow cross on the Contact paper. Let the kids fill in the center of the 
cross with tissue paper. 

Set another piece of Contact paper onto the table, sticky side up. Flip the cross over 
onto the Contact paper. Trim away the excess Contact paper and any stray pieces of 
tissue paper sticking out from the cross. 

Hold the completed project up to the light to see your “stained glass” cross shine!

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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