
BOTTOM LINE: 
Jesus brings me peace.

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will name one way that knowing Jesus loves them gives them peace right now.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 21:1-11, The Triumphal Entry

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem the week before he was crucified, he rode on a 
donkey. The donkey was a symbol of a king who came in peace. Jesus showed us that 
he came in peace to let the world know how much God loves us. 

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Life can be hard, but you bring us peace. Thank you. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS CAME TO BRING PEACE



“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Divide the room into girls and boys. Have the girls and boys read the verse aloud 
together, alternating every other word, so girls say the first word, boys say the second 
word, girls third, etc.

SMALL GROUP: 
Have the kids practice saying their memory verse, and then see who can say it 
backwards.

MEMORY VERSE
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SKIT

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS CAME TO BRING PEACE

CELEBRITY GUEST - GUY

ITEMS NEEDED: 
2 Chairs
Biblical costume for Guy
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
1M, 1F
CHARACTERS: 
Lisa Goodhost - A talk show host
Guy Indacrowd - Some guy in the crowd

Talk show set, decorated as elaborately as you choose. Chairs are arranged for an 
interview. Lisa enters and addresses the audience. 

LISA: Good morning, and welcome to Celebrity Guest, the talk show that gets only 
the biggest names in the worlds of Hollywood, politics, and history. I’m your host Lisa 
Goodhost. We’ve been taking a closer look at the Life of Jesus. Today we’ll be looking 
at Jesus’ Triumphal Entry, the last time that he entered Jerusalem. Let’s bring out our 
guest.

Applause. Guy enters. Lisa shakes his hand and invites him to sit. Lisa sits in the other 
chair.

LISA: Hello. And welcome to Celebrity Guest.

GUY: Thanks for having me, Lisa. I feel a lot of peace being here.

LISA: (uncertain) O-okay. And what is your name, sir?

GUY: Guy. Guy Indacrowd.

LISA: I’ve never heard of you. What exactly is your connection to Jesus’ Triumphal 
Entry, or what we call Palm Sunday?

GUY: I was there.

LISA: Was it your donkey that Jesus used to ride into town?
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GUY: No. But I watched with everyone else as he strolled peacefully into Jerusalem.

LISA: So, Guy Indacrowd, you were just some guy in the crowd?

GUY: Yeah.

LISA: No offense. But you’re not much of a celebrity.

GUY: I’m not bothered by what you said. I have perfect peace.

LISA: What did you see and experience on that day?

GUY: Jesus rode into town. Many people believed Jesus was a king and that he was 
getting ready to take his thrown. That meant overthrowing the Roman government. But 
if that had been the case, Jesus would have ridden into town on a mighty horse or in a 
powerful chariot.

LISA: But he rode in on a donkey.

GUY: That’s right. That was a symbol of peace. Jesus was telling us he came to bring 
peace.

LISA: What happened?

GUY: We were all so excited, we started taking off our coats and cloaks and laying 
them along the path for Jesus. Some people cut down tree branches to lay before him. 
We all were shouting “Hosanna” and “blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.” It was a really exciting day.

LISA: It sounds like it. You said that Jesus came to bring peace. Did he bring peace 
between Judah and the Roman government?

GUY: His peace is an inner peace. It’s the kind of peace you feel – it’s a peace that I 
feel. Peace with yourself and peace with God.

LISA: Thanks, Guy Indacrowd. You may be a nobody, but you’ve come with a really 
encouraging message. No offense.

GUY: Peace.

LISA: (to audience) That’s our show. Join us next week for another Celebrity Guest.

End.
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ITEMS NEEDED: 
Red carpet square

Today, I brought in a little piece of carpet. How many of you have carpet in your 
houses?

Give kids a few moments to answer.

Some people have wood floors. Some have tile. A lot of you have carpet. Carpet comes 
in many colors. This one happens to be red. There is an expression “roll out the red 
carpet.” I wonder if anyone knows what it means.

Pause to see if anyone ventures a guess.

In America, a carpet that is red is thought to be more special than other colors. When 
there is a special event, like a party in Hollywood, they will roll out this long red carpet 
from the street to the front door for movie stars and celebrities to walk across. 

Only special people get to walk on the red carpet.

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, they didn’t roll out the red carpet. A red carpet wasn’t 
special to them like it is here. But the people knew Jesus was special and deserved 
special treatment. So they took off their coats and their cloaks. They laid them down 
on the ground for Jesus’ donkey to walk on. When they ran out of coats, they cut down 
branches from the trees and laid them on the ground. Just to show how special Jesus 
was.

Jesus was special. He had come to bring us peace. He rode in on a gentle donkey, not 
on a war horse. He had come to save us from our sins. To give us eternal life. To bring 
us peace.

Jesus is our king. He is our Prince of Peace. When we think about Jesus, in our minds 
we should be rolling out the red carpet to worship Jesus. We should thank him for the 
peace he brings. 

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS CAME TO BRING PEACE



THE ROYAL TREATMENT

ITEMS NEEDED: 
4 carpet squares (or small, similarly-sized articles of clothing)
Masking tape

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Beforehand, with the masking tape, mark out a starting line and a finishing line at 
opposite ends of your space.

Select 2 teams of 2 players each. Give each team 2 carpet squares. Select 1 player 
from each team to be the “king” coming into town. But the king can’t walk on common 
ground, so their teammate has to lay out the royal carpet for them. This player sets 
down the two carpet squares so that they touch. 

The king steps onto the first carpet square and then the second. When the king leaves 
the first square, the other players brings it around to the front for the king to step on. 
And so on. When you say go, the teams will race to see who can get their king to the 
finish line first!

VARIATION: 
In a larger or outdoor space, have 3 players and 3 carpet squares for each team. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
Although the crowds in today’s story didn’t fully understand that Jesus was the king 
and the Son of God, they did recognize that he was something special, so they gave 
him the royal treatment as he came into town. 

LARGE GROUP GAME
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
Jesus brings me peace.

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will name one way that knowing Jesus loves them gives them peace right now.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 21:1-11, The Triumphal Entry

INTRO:
As you know we are studying The Life of Jesus. We’ve looked at his miracles and how 
he healed sick people. He preached about the kingdom of God and how people could 
be a part of it.

Now, we are coming close to the time when Jesus would give his life for us. This is his 
last time coming into Jerusalem before he dies on the cross to bring us peace.

Jesus had been to Jerusalem many times. Remember the story of when he was 12 and 
the family came to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover feast? Now many years later, 
it was time for the Passover feast again. Many people were in town for the celebration. 
Great crowds were coming into the city.

But when Jesus came into the city, the celebration became something new. Let’s see 
what happened.

READ MATTHEW 21:1-11

MAIN POINT: 
The prophet Zechariah had said hundreds of years before Jesus that the king would 
come to the people riding on a donkey. Zechariah said he would be lowly - this could 
mean humble or gentle. He would be a king of peace. Another prophet, Isaiah, called 
Jesus “the Prince of Peace.”

Often a king would ride into a new town on a majestic horse, or imposing chariot, to 
show his power and might. Although Jesus was powerful and was mighty, he wanted to 
show that he had come to bring peace.

When Jesus rode into town, the crowds went wild. 
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They laid their coats and cloaks on the ground for the donkey to walk across. They cut 
down tree branches to lay at his feet. They shouted, “Hosanna” which means “Save 
us!” They said, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

They didn’t fully understand who Jesus was. They knew him as a preacher and a 
prophet. They didn’t know that he was the Son of God, their rightful king. But they knew 
Jesus was special. And they celebrated. 

How much more they would have celebrated had they understood the peace that Jesus 
came to bring!

DRIVE IT HOME:
So what do we mean by peace anyway? When countries that have been at war with 
each other stop the fighting, we say they have established peace. Some people may 
have thought Jesus would be a leader of their country; he would free them from their 
Roman rulers and establish a peace between their nations. But that was not the peace 
Jesus came to bring.

On a smaller scale, you might be in an argument with a friend. Anger and frustration 
is growing. It could hurt your friendship forever unless you step back and create some 
peace. It might be a good idea to pray and ask God to bring peace into that situation.

And then there is the fighting that goes on inside of us. We can sometimes feel anger, 
sadness, or loneliness and not even know why. We are not at peace. We can definitely 
invite Jesus inside and bring us peace in our minds and hearts.

The most important, though, is peace with God. The Bible says that when we sinned 
– acted in bad or disobedient ways – we become enemies of God. It’s almost like God
and you are at war. But even then, God loved us enough to send Jesus to save us. He
brings us peace to be God’s friends, not enemies.

Jesus came to bring peace. Peace with others, peace with ourselves, peace with God. 
Just like those crowds in Jerusalem, we should celebrate the peace that Jesus brings 
us.

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Life can be hard, but you bring us peace. Thank you. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Life can be hard, but you bring us peace. Thank you. 
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ICEBREAKER:
Have you ever ridden on a donkey, horse, or other animal? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 14:6
Have the kids practice saying their memory verse, and then see who can say it 
backwards.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Talk about a celebrity that everyone in your group knows and would be excited to meet. 
Now role play that celebrity coming into the room. Have the kids react as they think they 
would. Relate that to how the people of Jerusalem reacted to Jesus. Reenact the story 
of the Triumphal Entry. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 21:1-11

How many disciples did Jesus sent to get the donkey? 

Who did the prophet say would come riding on a donkey? 

What did the crowd do when Jesus rode into Jerusalem? 

Did the people understand that Jesus was the Son of God? 

How has Jesus brought you peace? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Your love amazes us. Thank you for bringing us peace. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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How did the disciples get a donkey for Jesus to ride on? 

Who did the prophet say would come riding on a donkey? 
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SIMPLE PRAYER:
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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TRUE OR FALSE

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a majestic horse. 
FALSE

The disciples bought the donkey from a local merchant. 
FALSE

A prophet long ago said the king would come gentle and riding on a donkey. 
TRUE

Crowds spread out a red carpet for Jesus to ride in on. 
FALSE

The crowds shouted things like “Hosanna” and “Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord.” 
TRUE

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

The Life of Jesus Lesson 9

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: JESUS CAME TO BRING PEACE

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS CAME TO BRING PEACE

IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
When Jesus entered Jerusalem before the Passover, he rode on a donkey. The donkey 
was a symbol of a king who came in peace. Jesus showed us that he came in peace to 
let the world know how much God loves us. Matthew 21:1-11, The Triumphal Entry

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
When you see anxiety, fear or frustration rising in your kids this week, address it with a 
call to peace. Remove your kids from the stressful situation and discuss what they are 
feeling. Pray together for God to bring them peace.

    AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- What animal did Jesus ride into Jerusalem?
- What did the crowds do when Jesus rode into Jerusalem?
- How does Jesus bring us peace?

                AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Think about how you and your family bring peace to others in this world? Research 
local organizations that you could volunteer at as a family to help others and bring 
peace. Contact one organization and talk about whole family volunteer opportunities. 
Share Christ’s peace with others. 
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Have kids make “Palm” Branches. 

You’ll Need: 
Green construction paper
Popsicle sticks
Pencil
Scissors
Glue

Have kids place one hand flat, fingers spread apart, onto a piece of construction paper 
and trace around it. Cut out the hand. Use this hand as a template to cut 8 more out of 
construction paper. 

Overlapping the paper hands, lay them out to look like a palm branch. Glue in place. 
Take a Popsicle stick and glue to the base of the palm branch.

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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