
BOTTOM LINE: 
Jesus loves and cares for me.

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that they can trust in Jesus’ loves for them.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 5:17-26, Jesus Heals a Paralytic

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
Because of his great love and compassion, Jesus healed many people that He 
encountered during his time on earth. One of them was a man who did not have the 
ability to walk. Jesus loves us and cares about each of us. 

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

You love us and take care of us. Thank you. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT
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“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” -John 14:6 (NIV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Choose three kids from the audience. Have each one “sing” the memory verse in a 
different musical style - country, hip-hop, oldies, opera, etc.

SMALL GROUP: 
Pair the kids off and have them recite the verse to each other.

MEMORY VERSE
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CELEBRITY GUEST – SOME LADY

ITEMS NEEDED: 
2 Chairs
Biblical costume for Lady
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
2F
CHARACTERS: 
Lisa Goodhost - A talk show host
Lady – Just some lady who saw Jesus heal a person

Talk show set, decorated as elaborately as you choose. Chairs are arranged for an 
interview. Lisa enters and addresses the audience. 

LISA: Good morning, and welcome to Celebrity Guest, the talk show that gets only 
the biggest names in the worlds of Hollywood, politics, and history. I’m your host Lisa 
Goodhost. We’re continuing our series on the Life of Jesus. Today’s show centers 
around the fact that Jesus was a healer. I’m not sure who the guest is today, but let’s 
bring him or her out and see. Come on out.

Applause. Lady enters. Lisa shakes her hand and invites her to sit. Lisa sits in the other 
chair.

LISA: Hello. And welcome to Celebrity Guest.

LADY: Thank you, Lisa. I’m happy to be here. I’m excited to tell you all about what 
Jesus did.

LISA: And I can’t wait to hear it. Jesus healed so many people when he was here on 
earth.

LADY: He really did.

LISA: Tell me. Which famous healing did you receive? Did he give you sight? Or restore 
your hearing? Did he drive demons out of you? 
  
LADY: Oh I didn’t need any physical healing.
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LISA: You didn’t? Then why are you here?

LADY: My name is -.

LISA: Who cares what your name is? You’re just some lady.

LADY: A lady who watched Jesus give a paralyzed man the ability to walk again.

LISA: (yelling, to someone off stage) Carl, why couldn’t we book the paralyzed man on 
the show?

LADY: It was amazing. Jesus was preaching inside this house. There was a big crowd 
of us crammed into this house to hear him. As I was listening to him, suddenly I felt 
something hit my shoulder. I looked up, and saw that the ceiling was breaking apart. 
Those of us who were right above it stepped back as these men on the roof were 
tearing away at it. Peeling it away.

LISA: Why would they do that?

LADY: That’s what I wanted to know. When they had made a large enough whole, 
these men lowered another man – the paralyzed man – down by his mat. I realized 
then, it must have been the only way these men could get their friend to Jesus because 
the house was so crowded. 

LISA: They really wanted to get their friend to Jesus.

LADY: They sure did. Jesus was so impressed with what happened, he told the man 
that his sins were forgiven. Well, that got the important teachers and Pharisees upset. 
They were mumbling that only God can forgive sins.

LISA: Then what happened?

  LADY: Jesus said that he wanted to show that he had power to forgive sins, so he
commanded the man to stand up, take his mat and walk out. And that’s exactly what he 
did.

LISA: Amazing.

LADY: It sure is. If Jesus has that much love to heal this man and so much power to 
forgive his sins, he really must be God. That’s someone I want to know.

LISA: (to audience) An incredible story of faith and healing from. . . some lady. Join us 
next week for another exciting episode of Celebrity Guest. End. 
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ITEMS NEEDED: 
Stethoscope

Come out with the stethoscope around your neck.

Does anyone know what this instrument is that I’m wearing? Who would use something 
like this in their job?

Let the kids guess.

This thing’s official name is stethoscope. It’s a little bit hard to say. Stethoscope? And 
you’re right; the stethoscope is used by doctors and nurses. They use it like this, so that 
they can hear a person’s heartbeat and make sure the heart sounds good.

Demonstrate on a volunteer.

Your heart sounds good to me. But when a heart doesn’t sound right to the doctor or 
nurse, they step in and work to heal the person. Doctors and nurses are great, 
dedicated people.

Does anybody know what a physician is? Physician is a fancy word for doctor. Jesus is 
often called the Great Physician. That’s because Jesus has the power to heal beyond 
our wildest imaginations. When he was on earth, he healed people who couldn’t walk, 
and people who couldn’t talk, people who couldn’t see or couldn’t hear.

Doctors today can do some amazing things, but Jesus blows them all away. And while 
a doctor can listen to your heart with a stethoscope, Jesus can look inside your heart 
and soul and know what you need more than anyone. He offers you forgiveness and a 
brand new heart. He offers to live in your heart through the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus loves us and cares for us. That is a pretty Great Physician.

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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FRIENDS RELAY

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Gym mats
Obstacles (chairs, traffic cones, etc.)

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Beforehand, set up a simple obstacle course using chairs, traffic cones, packing 
peanuts... whatever you have available.

Select 2 teams of 5 players each. Place the gym mats at the starting line. Have the 
oldest member of the team sit on the gym mat. For the rest of the game, this player 
must stay on the mat. The object of the game is to be the first team to get their seated 
team member over the finish line however they can without knocking them off of the 
gym mat. 

VARIATION: 
If safety or lack of players is a concern, place a stuffed animal in the center of the mat 
rather than a child.  

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
The friends in today’s story were willing to do whatever it took to get their friend to 
Jesus and his love. We can do more to help our friends get to Jesus and to experience 
his love and caring. 

LARGE GROUP GAME
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
Jesus loves and cares for me.

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that they can trust in Jesus’ loves for them.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 5:17-26, Jesus Heals a Paralytic

INTRO:
We are in the middle of our study on The Life of Jesus. Last week, we saw Jesus’ 
power as he stopped a violent storm in its tracks just by saying, “Quiet! Be still!” Today 
we’re going to see not just Jesus’ power, but also his forgiveness.

Jesus was in someone’s house teaching the people. As always happened when Jesus 
was teaching and preaching, a crowd started to gather. The house filled with people. 
They were packed in there like sardines to listen to Jesus’ wise words of love and to 
see what amazing things he would do.

A group of men came by. They were carrying a large mat. And on that mat was their 
friend. This friend couldn’t walk; he had to be carried everywhere. These men loved 
their friend and they wanted to get him to Jesus. 

Here’s the story.

READ LUKE 5:17-26

MAIN POINT: 
These men wanted to get their friend to Jesus. They were relentless. When they 
couldn’t get in through the door, they went up on the roof, tore a hole in it big enough for 
their friend and his mat to fit through. They struggled and strained to lower their friend 
down into the house in front of Jesus.

Jesus was impressed with the love that these men showed for their friend. And the truth 
is that Jesus loves him even more. Jesus loves us more that anyone else ever could. 

He told the man, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
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This is the most loving gift that could be given. Our sin – the bad things we’ve done – 
meant death for us. They mean we cannot be with God. But when Jesus forgave this 
man’s sins, he was putting this man right with God. He was saying, you can be with me 
forever in heaven. What a loving gift!

But oh how this made the Pharisees and teachers mad. They said only God can forgive 
sins. That’s true. They didn’t understand who Jesus was. That he was the Son of God. 
He was God. Jesus knew that they would never believe unless they saw something 
impressive with their eyes. So he healed the man physically. He told him to get up, take 
his mat, and go home. And that’s exactly what the man did.

The people were amazed to see that Jesus had given this man the ability to walk. But 
truly the more amazing thing was the forgiveness that Jesus offered.

DRIVE IT HOME:
There are many hurting and suffering people in this world. Some have physical 
problems. Maybe they can’t walk. Or they can’t see. Or use their arms. Sometimes 
these people are healed. Just like it happened for the man in our story, Jesus comes 
and brings healing to the person’s body.

But other times that doesn’t happen. A person has to go their whole life without seeing. 
Or being able to hear. I don’t know why some people have healed bodies and some 
don’t. But I do know this. Jesus loves and cares for us all.

He cares for us by giving us families to watch over us. He shows his love be giving us 
the Bible to read and listening when we pray. He gives us beautiful sunsets, and 
mountains, and beaches and deserts to enjoy and think of him.

Do you remember what the most loving thing Jesus did in our story today? He forgave 
the man’s sins. Jesus loves all of us and he came so that all of us could be forgiven of 
our sins. He lived a perfect life, died for our sins, and rose from the grave in power just 
so that we could know him and spend forever with him in heaven. All we have to do is 
accept his forgiveness.

Forgiveness. The most powerful and loving thing that we can experience. And only 
Jesus can do it. Jesus loves and cares for us perfectly.

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 
You love us and take care of us. Thank you. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen
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Do you remember what the most loving thing Jesus did in our story today? He forgave 
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CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
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You love us and take care of us. Thank you. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

ICEBREAKER:
Have you ever gotten sick or had a broken bone? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 14:6
Pair the kids off and have them recite the verse to each other.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Beforehand, cut out paper hearts in different colors and place double-sided tape to 
each heart. Give each kid a set of hearts in the same color – one for each member of 
the small group. Jesus’ love is for everyone. Give kids 45 seconds to try and be the first 
to get all of their hearts onto each person in the group. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 5:17-26

Why did the men bring their friend in through the roof? 

What did Jesus tell the man at first? 

Who is the only one who can forgive sins? 

What did Jesus say to the man next? What happened? 

What are some ways that we can see how Jesus loves and takes care of us? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Your love amazes us. Thank you for how you take care of us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
Have you ever gotten sick or had a broken bone? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 14:6
Pair the kids off and have them recite the verse to each other.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Beforehand, cut out paper hearts in different colors and place double-sided tape to 
each heart. Give each kid a set of hearts in the same color – one for each member of 
the small group. Jesus’ love is for everyone. Give kids 45 seconds to try and be the first 
to get all of their hearts onto each person in the group. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 5:17-26

Why did the men bring their friend in through the roof? 

What did Jesus tell the man at first? 

Why were the Pharisees so upset with what Jesus said? 

What did Jesus say to the man next? What happened? 

What are some ways that we can see how Jesus loves and takes care of us?  

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Your love amazes us. Thank you for how you take care of us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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FILL IN THE BLANK

A large __________ gathered in the house where Jesus was teaching.
CROWD

When the men could not get their friend in to see Jesus, they went up on the 
_________.
ROOF

Jesus told the man, “Your ___________ are ___________.
SINS, FORGIVEN

The Pharisees and teachers grumbled, saying, “Only _________ can forgive sins.”
GOD

Jesus told the man to get up, take his mat, and go _____________.
HOME

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

The Life of Jesus Lesson 8

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: JESUS HEALED

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS HEALED

IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Because of his great love and compassion, Jesus healed many people that He 
encountered during his time on earth. One of them was a man who did not have the 
ability to walk. Jesus loves us and cares about each of us. Luke 5:17-26, Jesus Heals a 
Paralytic

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
If your child enjoys playing with building blocks, work with them to recreate the scene 
from this week’s story. Imagine what it would be like to be the friends who were so 
determined to get their friend to Jesus, or the man who couldn’t walk, or the people in 
the crowd who were watching all of this unfold.

    AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- How did the men get their friend into the house to see Jesus?
- What was the first thing Jesus said to the man who couldn’t walk?
- What does it mean to trust that God loves us?

                AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
While Jesus healed the paralyzed man in Luke 5, your kids or someone they know 
may still struggle with a physical impairment that God has not healed. Talk about how 
even before he healed the man in the story, Jesus forgave his sins. Jesus loves us, 
and no matter our physical condition, God's first priority is that we trust in him to heal 
us from sin so that we can spend eternity with him in heaven.    
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Have kids make Jesus Heals Hearts. 

You’ll Need: 
Construction paper
Scissors
Glue
Pens or crayons
Band-aids

From the construction paper, cut out a large heart and a slightly smaller heart in a 
different color for each child. (Either create heart-shaped templates for the kids to 
follow, or have leaders cut the heart shapes out ahead of time.) Have kids glue the 
smaller heart onto the heart.

Write on the top of the smaller heart: JESUS HEALS. Give each child two Band-aids to 
stick onto the center of the heart in the shape of a cross. Give kids pens or crayons to 
write or draw examples of things that Jesus heals – for example: sickness, loneliness, 
fear.

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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