
BOTTOM LINE: 
I can follow Jesus.

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that Jesus wants us to follow him and be his disciples. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Mark 1:16-20, Calling the First Disciples

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
When Jesus began his ministry, he asked 12 men to be his disciples and to follow in his 
footsteps, to learn from his teaching and his actions. Even today Jesus wants us to be 
his disciples and commit to following him by obeying what he has taught us in the Bible. 

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Lead us, we want to follow you. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT
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“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Split the main group in two. See which group can recite the memory verse from 
memory the loudest.

SMALL GROUP: 
Play the telephone game with the memory verse.

MEMORY VERSE
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CELEBRITY GUEST - BARRY

ITEMS NEEDED: 
2 Chairs
Biblical costume for Barry

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
1M, 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Lisa Goodhost - A talk show host
Barry - A fisherman

Talk show set, decorated as elaborately as you choose. Chairs are arranged for an 
interview. Lisa enters and addresses the audience. 

LISA: Good morning, and welcome to Celebrity Guest, the talk show that gets only 
the biggest names in the worlds of Hollywood, politics, and history. I’m your host Lisa 
Goodhost. We’re doing a series of shows about the life of Jesus. Today, we’ll be 
meeting someone from the time when Jesus called his disciples to follow him. A 
disciple! That’ll be exciting. Will it be James? John? Andrew? Or Peter, the most 
famous disciple of them all. Could you imagine? I can’t wait to find out. Let’s bring him 
out.

Applause. Barry enters. Lisa shakes his hand and invites him to sit. Lisa sits in the 
other chair.

LISA: Hello. And welcome to Celebrity Guest.

BARRY: Thank you, Lisa. I’m-.

LISA: No, let me guess. You’re John, aren’t you? You have that youthful glow about 
you.

BARRY: No. I’m-

LISA: James. You have an air of responsibility and purpose.
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(Barry shakes his head.)

LISA: It’s nice to meet you then, Andrew.

BARRY: No, no, no. My name is Barry.

LISA: Barry? Barry. Of course. (to audience) As we all know, before Jesus changed his 
name to Peter, he went by the name Barry.

BARRY: No, before he was Peter, he went by the name Simon.

LISA: Oh yeah. Then who are you?

BARRY: Barry.

LISA: I don’t remember a disciple named Barry.

BARRY: I know. Biggest mistake of my life.

LISA: What?

BARRY: I still remember that day. I was on the shore, fixing my nets – I’m a fisherman – 
when I saw Jesus go up to Simon and Andrew. He said something to them. They 
immediately left everything and followed him. Then he went over to the boats of James 
and John. He said something to them and they left everything, just like Simon and 
Andrew. They even left their dad in the boat alone with the hired men.

LISA: You said something about a mistake.

BARRY: Then Jesus came up to me in my boat. He asked me to come and follow him. 
But I didn’t go.

LISA: I don’t remember reading that one in the Bible.

BARRY: I guess the story about my failure didn’t make the cut. I’m a nobody.

LISA: And yet somehow you made it onto Celebrity Guest.
 
BARRY: Biggest mistake of my life not following Jesus.

LISA: I don’t think it’s too late. The best time to follow Jesus is always today.
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BARRY: Wow. You’re right. I can follow and obey Jesus now. It’s not too late for me. 
Thanks.

(Barry runs off stage.)

LISA: (to audience) That’s all the time we have today. Join us next week for another 
episode for Celebrity Guest. Maybe with a celebrity this time.

End.



ITEMS NEEDED: 
Fishing net
Fishing pole

Bring out the fishing pole.
I bet someone can tell me what this is. And what it’s used for.
Let kids answer.
That’s right! This is a fishing pole. Have any of you ever been fishing? 

Give the kids a few moments to share their stories.

To catch a fish, you tie a hook to the line here. You put some bait on the hook, a worm 
or maybe something shiny. Anything that will get the fishes attention and get them to 
bite your line. Once you get it on the hook, you just reel that fish in. Let me ask you a 
question: Is a fishing pole the only way to catch fish?

Have kids answer, then bring out the net.

What is this? It’s a net, right? Nets are thrown into the water. Fish swim into the net and 
get caught. When the net is closed up and brought back in, the net could be filled with 
all kinds of fish. So, which one is better: the fishing pole or the fishing net?

Let kids give their opinion.

If you were fishing just for yourself, the pole might be better. You might just be fishing 
for that night’s dinner. You don’t need to catch a whole bunch of fish. But if you’re trying 
to feed a whole family, or a whole bunch of families, you want to catch as many fish as 
possible. That’s when the net is better.Jesus told Andrew and Simon that they would 
be fishers of men, telling people the good news about Jesus. Jesus wants the world to 
know about him. And it’s our job as Jesus followers to tell the world. So we don’t just tell 
this person over here, and this person over here, but not these people here. That would 
be like using a fishing pole.

We want to share Jesus with everyone. It’s like we’re throwing a net into the ocean, 
helping the most people to hear about Jesus and giving them the chance to know him. 
We follow Jesus everywhere he sends us and share him with everyone we meet.

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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FISH IN A BARREL

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Goldfish crackers
Masking tape

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Divide kids into pairs. Give each kid 6 goldfish crackers. Lay down two lines of 
masking tape approximately three feet apart. Have kids stand behind one of the lines, 
facing their partner behind the other line. Choose the kids in one line to toss one 
goldfish cracker over to their partner who will attempt to catch the cracker in his or her 
mouth. Do the same with the other line. Go back and forth until all the crackers are 
gone. The team with the most successful catches wins!

VARIATION: 
For younger kids, place the masking tape lines closer together. 

Another option would be to have kids stand behind a line and attempt to toss the 
crackers into a bowl in front of them.

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
The fish in this activity remind us of the fishermen who Jesus called to be his first 
disciples and his call for them to become fishers of men.

LARGE GROUP GAME

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS CALLED HIS DISCIPLES



LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
I can follow Jesus.

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that Jesus wants us to follow him and be his disciples. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Mark 1:16-20, Calling the First Disciples

INTRO:
For several weeks now, we’ve been following The Life of Jesus. We’ve seen his birth in 
a manger in Bethlehem. We’ve followed him as a 12 year old impressing the 
teachers of the law at the temple. Then as an adult, we followed Jesus to the Sea of 
Galilee where he was baptized by John the Baptist. Next we followed Jesus into the 
desert where he fasted for 40 days and was tempted by the devil and overcame the 
devil.

When Jesus returned from the desert victorious over the devil’s temptation, he was 
ready to start his ministry of telling the people the good news about the kingdom of 
God.

Jesus begins by looking for followers. People who will share in the work of spreading 
the good news. People who will share in the love, the joy, the hard work, and blessing 
of living for Jesus. He called these followers his disciples.

And he found his first followers in a very unusual place. 

READ MARK 1:16-20

MAIN POINT: 
You’d think Jesus might have gone to the temple or the synagogue to find wise and 
learned people to be his disciples. But he didn’t. 

His first followers were fishermen. This was not the job of the rich and powerful, or the 
smartest person in class. But Jesus wasn’t interested in their status; he wanted people 
who were willing to leave everything and follow him.
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And that’s exactly what Simon and Andrew did. When Jesus said, “follow me” they left 
their nets right there to become disciples. The same thing happened with James and 
John. When Jesus called to them, they left right away, with their father still in the boat.

Jesus said that he would make these fishermen, fishers of men. They were no longer 
going to bring fish into the boat, they were going to help Jesus bring people into the 
kingdom of God. They were going to point people to Jesus and allow him to change 
their lives.

Simon, Andrew, James and John were the first four disciples that Jesus called, but they 
weren’t the last. Eventually, he would have 12 disciples that followed him everywhere 
that he went, learned from him, and obeyed his instructions. These men were Simon 
(who we know as Peter), Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, 
Thomas, James the Lesser, Simon the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot 
who would one day betray Jesus. We’ll talk more about that in a few weeks.

These were the 12 disciples, but Jesus had other people who were his followers. There 
was Mary Magdalene. There were the sisters Martha and Mary and their 
brother, Lazarus. And there were many followers whose names we don’t know. The 
number grew and grew as Jesus went around preaching the good news.

DRIVE IT HOME:
And the number of Jesus followers continued to grow even after Jesus went back to 
heaven. Paul, who wrote much of the New Testament, became a disciple and apostle of 
Jesus after Jesus had ascended to heaven. 

The number of Jesus followers continues to grow even today. Today we call people who 
follow Jesus, Christians. And all the Christians together we call the Church.

Those of us who follow Jesus have had our sins forgiven by him and we have had our 
lives transformed by him. Like those first disciples, we want to go around and share the 
good news with others, so that they can be forgiven and transformed as well.

Jesus loves you. He is gently calling for you to “come, follow me.” Just like those 
fishermen did, Jesus is hoping you will leave everything behind and join him. You can 
be a follower of Jesus. You can be a disciple today. That is good news for each of us.

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 
Lead us, we want to follow you. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



ICEBREAKER:
Who is your favorite person on TV? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 14:6
Play the telephone game with the memory verse.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Play a game similar to “Duck, Duck, Goose” where the kid who is IT says, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.” The kid tagged on the word “men” follows IT around 
the circle trying to take IT before he or she reaches the empty spot. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Mark 1:16-20

Who was in Galilee preaching about the kingdom of God? 

What did Andrew and Simon do for a living? 

What did Jesus say to Andrew and Simon? 

What does it mean to be fishers of men? 

Can we be Jesus’ disciples today? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

We want to follow you. Make us your disciples. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
Who is your favorite person on your favorite TV show? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 14:6
Play the telephone game with the memory verse.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Play a game similar to “Duck, Duck, Goose” where the kid who is IT says, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.” The kid tagged on the word “men” follows IT around 
the circle trying to take IT before he or she reaches the empty spot.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Mark 1:16-20

What message was Jesus going around Galilee preaching? 

What did Andrew and Simon do for a living? 

Why do you think Andrew, Simon, James and John decided to follow Jesus? 

What does it mean to be fishers of men? 

Can we be Jesus’ disciples today? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

We want to follow you. Make us your disciples. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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TRUE OR FALSE

Jesus’ disciples were with him in the desert when he was being tempted.
FALSE

Simon and his brother Andrew were carpenters. 
FALSE

When Jesus said, “Follow me,” Andrew took a couple of weeks to think about it. 
FALSE

Jesus said he would make Simon and Andrew “fishers of men.” 
TRUE

Even today, Jesus wants us to follow him and be his disciples. 
TRUE

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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TRUE OR FALSE

Jesus went around proclaiming “the kingdom of God is near.” 
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FALSE
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FALSE

Jesus said he would make Simon and Andrew “fishers of men.” 
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

The Life of Jesus Lesson 5

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: JESUS CALLED HIS DISCIPLES

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS CALLED HIS DISCIPLES

IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
When Jesus began his ministry, he asked 12 men to be his disciples and to follow in his 
footsteps, to learn from his teaching and his actions. Even today Jesus wants us to be 
his disciples and commit to following him by obeying what he has taught us in the Bible. 
Mark 1:16-20, Calling the First Disciples

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
During play time, join your kids in a little game of Follow the Leader. Take turns being 
both a leader and a follower. What does it feel like to follow someone? Why should we 
follow Jesus?  

    AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- How many disciples did Jesus have?
- What did Simon, Andrew, James and John do for a living before they became
disciples?
- What does it mean to be a “fisher of men”?

                AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Parenthood isn’t easy. Getting your children to obey or follow you seems like an uphill 
battle sometimes. But the truth is, you are a leader and your kids are your very real 
disciples. Strive to be a faithful disciple of Christ, as you lead your own little disciples to 
Jesus.
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Have kids make Footstep Follower Art.

You’ll Need: 
Construction paper
Washable paint
Pens or markers
Glue
Flat-bottomed Tupperware container, or similar
Water and washcloths

Before class, trace an adult male’s bare foot onto lighter colored construction paper. 
Make one foot for each kid. 

Have kids glue their construction paper foot onto a darker, full sheet of construction 
paper. Set the paper on the ground.

Place washable paint into a flat-bottomed Tupperware container large enough for a 
child’s foot. Have kids press their bare foot into the paint, and then press the foot inside 
the construction paper foot. Help the kids in washing their foot.

Once dried, write on the paper in pen or marker: “I’m following in the footsteps of 
Jesus.”

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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