
BOTTOM LINE: 
I will study and obey God’s word.

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that the Bible is God’s word, which should be studied and followed. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 2:41-52, The Boy Jesus in the Temple

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
Jesus set an example for kids by studying God’s word. Even though he was the Son of 
God, he still studied God’s word to learn what it said and obeyed what God taught him. 

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Thank you for giving us your word to follow and learn from. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT
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“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Place the verse on the screen with four of the words blanked out. See if you can say 
the verse together, even without all of the words in sight.

SMALL GROUP: 
Have the kids sit in a circle, then walk around them “Duck, Duck, Goose” style. Kids will 
say the next word in the memory verse as you tap them on the head.

MEMORY VERSE
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CELEBRITY GUEST - STANLEY

ITEMS NEEDED: 
2 Chairs
Biblical costume for Stanley

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
1M, 1F

CHARACTERS: 
Lisa Goodhost - A talk show host
Stanley - A relative of Jesus

Talk show set, decorated as elaborately as you choose. Chairs are arranged for an 
interview. Lisa enters and addresses the audience. 

LISA: Good morning, and welcome to Celebrity Guest, the talk show that gets only 
the biggest names in the worlds of Hollywood, politics, and history. I’m your host Lisa 
Goodhost. Today we’re continuing our series on the Life of Jesus. Which interesting 
and famous character from Jesus’ life will we meet today? Well, no need for suspense, 
let’s find out. Bring out our celebrity guest.

Applause. Stanley enters. Lisa shakes his hand and invites him to sit. Lisa sits in the 
other chair.

LISA: Hello. And welcome to Celebrity Guest.

STANLEY: It’s great to be here. I’m a big fan of the show.

LISA: Thank you. That means a lot coming from a celebrity like you. Um. . . and you of 
course are a very famous. . . we all know you from. . . I’m sorry, I’m so embarrassed. 
I’m not sure who you are.

STANLEY: Stanley.

LISA: Of course. Stanley. I’m sorry who?



SKIT

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS STUDIED GOD’S WORD

STANLEY: Stanley. Of Galilee.

LISA: And how do you know Jesus?

STANLEY: I’m related to him.

LISA: That’s amazing.

STANLEY: Yeah, I’m his fourth cousin twice removed. Or I’m his second cousin four 
times removed.

LISA: Stanley.

STANLEY: Stanley.

LISA: Do you have any interesting stories about Jesus?

STANLEY: I remember when he was young – couldn’t have been more than 12 years 
old – the whole family went down to Jerusalem for the Passover. We were all traveling 
together as a big group. Mary, Joseph and Jesus, aunts and uncles, cousins. 

LISA: (uninterested) That’s a great story.

STANLEY: The story is about the trip back home. We’d been traveling for about a day 
when Mary and Joseph came over to our area looking for Jesus. Since we were such a 
big group, they had assumed that Jesus was playing with the cousins or something. But 
he wasn’t. In fact, no one had seen him.

LISA: Where was he?

STANLEY: Well it took a few more days to find him. Back in Jerusalem, in the temple 
courts. He was talking with the teachers of the law. Listening to them and teaching them 
a few things too. They were amazed that someone so young could know and under-
stand God’s word so well.

LISA: What happened after that?

STANLEY: Well, I started studying the scriptures more and more. I thought, I want to 
know and understand God just like my third cousin three times removed does.

LISA: Not you. What happened with Jesus and his parents?
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STANLEY: Mary and Joseph said they had been looking everywhere for him. He 
seemed surprised; he thought they would know that he was in his Father’s house. 
God’s house.

LISA: Thanks for joining us today, Stanley. You’ve given us some interesting stories, 
even though I would not consider you a celebrity. (to audience) But join us next week, 
folks, when we will have a real celebrity from the life of Jesus. (to someone off stage) If 
everyone wants to keep their jobs, find me a celebrity!

End.



ITEMS NEEDED: 
GPS or cell phone with Google Maps

Does anybody know what this device is?

Give kids a chance to guess.

This is a GPS, which stands for Global Positioning System. It helps keep people from 
getting lost. You just enter where you want to go in the GPS, and it will give you 
instructions on how to get there.

“In two miles, turn left.” “In three hundred feet, turn right.” “You have reached your 
destination.”

Sometimes life can get confusing. We don’t know the right thing to do or the best way to 
go. It’s almost like we are lost. But we have our own GPS to help us. It’s God’s Perfect 
Source.

Bring out the Bible.

It’s the Bible. It is God’s word to us. 

“In every situation, love your neighbor as yourself.” “At every turn, love God with all your 
strength.” “Jesus says, ‘Come to me.’”

We can study the Bible and learn it, just like Jesus did. And it will help give us direction 
in life.

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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STUFFED SHIRT

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Two oversized T-shirts or sweaters
Lots of scrap paper

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Create two teams of 3 kids each. Select the smallest player from each team to wear 
the oversized shirt. Show the kids a scrap of paper with a Bible verse written on it. Now 
dump a trash can’s worth of scrap paper on the floor and invite the kids to pretend that 
each one has a piece of the Bible printed on it. In 60 seconds, teams will try to stuff as 
much paper into their team’s oversized shirt while the player wearing the shirt tries to 
keep any from falling out. The team with the puffiest shirt after 60 seconds wins.  

VARIATION: 
Instead of scraps of paper, use ping-pong balls, packing peanuts, or cotton batting.   

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
When we study the Bible, we are hiding God’s word in our heart. God’s word fills us up, 
just as the T-shirts in the game were being filled up. 

LARGE GROUP GAME
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
I will study and obey God’s word.

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that the Bible is God’s word, which should be studied and followed. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 2:41-52, The Boy Jesus in the Temple

INTRO:
Have you ever gotten lost? Maybe you were at the store and you saw an interesting toy, 
so you went over to it. When you turned back around, you realized your mom wasn’t 
there anymore. You might have felt pretty anxious or fearful until you found her again.

Sometimes, it’s parents who get distracted. They might be busy thinking about all sorts 
of things, and they end up leaving without you. You might feel sad that they forgot about 
you, but let me tell you, they feel even worse that they went off without you.

As we continue our study on The Life of Jesus, we’re going to look at a time when 
Jesus was just 12 years old. In this story Jesus got separated from his parents. But 
Jesus did not feel lost or sad. He knew he was in exactly the right place.

Let’s read about it.

READ LUKE 2:41-52

MAIN POINT: 
Mary and Joseph were traveling with a big group of their relatives and friends, so at first 
they didn’t even realize that they had left Jerusalem without Jesus. When they finally 
realized that Jesus wasn’t there, they became understandably upset. They started 
frantically searching for him.

It took them three days to finally find Jesus in the temple courts. Was Jesus scared? 
Was Jesus sad? No. He knew he was right where he need to be: in his heavenly 
Father’s house.

He was talking with the smartest people in the community, the teachers of the law. 
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And instead of being confused or unable to understand what they were saying, he was 
able to talk to them and even teach them a thing or two.

Jesus wasn’t lost. He was in the presence of God. Jesus wasn’t overwhelmed. He had 
studied God’s word, knew what it said and obeyed it. 

DRIVE IT HOME:
God wants us to know his word too. The Bible shows us who God is, it tells us what 
Jesus has done for us, and it gives us direction on how we can and should live our 
lives.

We might get lost at the store sometimes, but God doesn’t want us to be lost when it 
comes to knowing him. God loves us. Jesus died for our sins. God wants us to treat 
others with love and to share the good news of Jesus. God wants us to live forever with 
him in heaven. 

It’s all spelled out in the Bible, God’s word. Do you want to know God better? Do you 
want to understand who Jesus is? Then challenge yourself to study and learn God’s 
word. If you are able to read, challenge yourself to read one chapter in the Bible every 
night before you go to bed. If you can’t read yet, ask your parents to read a chapter to 
you. When you find a verse that means something special to you, memorize it. Every 
day for a week, practice saying the verse until you know it by heart.

It’s not enough to have God’s word written on pieces of paper. We want it written on 
our hearts. When we study and memorize the Bible, we are hiding God’s word in our 
heart. And if God’s word is in us, we’ll know what to do when tough and confusing times 
come.

We won’t have to worry about getting lost again.     

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for giving us your word to follow and learn from. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



ICEBREAKER:
What is your favorite book or story? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 14:6
Have the kids sit in a circle, then walk around them “Duck, Duck, Goose” style. Kids will 
say the next word in the memory verse as you tap them on the head.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Take a small action figure (representing the boy Jesus) and hide him somewhere in the 
room. Have kids take turns playing Mary and Joseph looking for their son. Give clues of 
“hot” and “cold.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 2:41-52

How old was Jesus in this story? 

How long did it take Mary and Joseph to find Jesus? 

Where did they find Jesus? 

Why were the teachers of the law amazed? 

Why should we study God’s word? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Your word is full of wisdom and truth. Help us to learn from it. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
What is your favorite book? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
John 14:6
Have the kids sit in a circle, then walk around them “Duck, Duck, Goose” style. Kids will 
say the next word in the memory verse as you tap them on the head.
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room. Have kids take turns playing Mary and Joseph looking for their son. Give clues of 
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Read Luke 2:41-52

Have you ever been lost from your parents? How did you feel? 

How long did it take Mary and Joseph to find Jesus? 

Where did they find Jesus? 

Why were the teachers of the law amazed? 

Why should we study God’s word? 
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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FILL IN THE BLANK

Every year Mary and Joseph went to the city of __________ for the Feast of the 
Passover.
JERUSALEM

On their way home, Mary and Joseph realized that ___________ was not with them.
JESUS

After ___________ days, they found Jesus in the temple courts.
THREE

The ____________ of the law were amazed at the young boy’s understanding and 
answers.
TEACHERS

Jesus said, “Didn’t you know I had to be in my _____________ house?”
FATHER’S

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

The Life of Jesus Lesson 2

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: JESUS STUDIED GOD’S WORD

THE LIFE OF JESUS: JESUS STUDIED GOD’S WORD

IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Jesus set an example for kids by studying God’s word. Even though he was the Son of 
God, he still studied God’s word to learn what it said and obeyed what God taught him. 
Luke 2:41-52, The Boy Jesus in the Temple

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Pick out some favorite Bible verses with your kids, including the memory verse for this 
series. Write the verses on a 3x5 card and place them around the house in places 
where they will be seen often, like the bathroom mirror. (For kids not yet reading: draw 
pictures on the cards to represent the verse. For example a Lamp and a Foot to 
represent Psalm 119:105.)   

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Who did Mary and Joseph accidentally leave behind in Jerusalem?
- Where did they find Jesus?
- Why is it important to know God’s word, the Bible?

                AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Even at a young age, Jesus knew his Father in heaven and understood his Word. 
Don’t underestimate your own kids’ ability to understand and know God. Commit to be 
more intentional to bring the things of God into your conversations with your kids.   
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Have kids make God’s word scrolls. 

You’ll Need: 
Receipt paper
Wood dowels or Popsicle sticks
Glue
Pens
Crayons

Give each kid a long strip of receipt paper. Have kids write the memory verse onto the 
paper, having adults write out the verse for younger ones. Make sure to leave 3 inches 
on either side of the paper free from writing.

Set a wood dowel or Popsicle stick onto the paper, an inch from the head of the paper, 
centered. Glue the surrounding paper, and then fold over the dowel. Repeat at the other 
end of the strip of paper.

While the glue dries, allow kids to decorate the paper around the verse as they desire.

Once the glue has dried, roll each end of the paper around the dowels until paper forms 
a scroll where the two ends meet in the middle.   

Memory Verse: “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.’” John 14:6 (NIrV)

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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