
LESSON SNAPSHOT

UNDER CONSTRUCTION: RIGHT ON SCHEDULE

BOTTOM LINE: 
God will finish the work He starts in our lives. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that it can take time, but if we continue to trust Him, God will build us into 
people who live more and more like Jesus. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Romans 8:26-39, More Than Conquerors

MEMORY VERSE: 
“If the Lord doesn’t build a house, the work of the builders is useless.” Psalm 127:1a 
(NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
Everyone hopes to hear from their builder that construction is “right on schedule.” 
Sometimes we might get discouraged, thinking we are too weak or that we are not good 
enough. We must remember that when we follow Jesus, God goes to work inside us. 
God is building something good and amazing in us.   

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Thank you for never giving up on us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



MEMORY VERSE
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“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain.” Psalm 127:1a (NIV)

“If the Lord doesn’t build a house, the work of the builders is useless.” Psalm 127:1a 
(NIrV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Bring as many adult leaders up on stage as possible. Let the adults go first, reciting the 
memory verse from memory, then let the kids go. Who does the best job? 

SMALL GROUP: 
Have the kids practice saying their memory verse, and then see who can say it  
backwards.



SKIT
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TIME IS TICKING

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A hardhat and construction uniform for Rusty
A serious business women’s outfit for Tenille 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
1 M, 1 F

CHARACTERS: 
Rusty - A construction foreman
Tenille - A serious business woman

Rusty enters and takes center stage. 

RUSTY: Hey guys, it’s your old pal Rusty, construction foreman. I’m here at the building 
site, and today, we’re going to give you a progress report on the building. You know, a 
lot of money is riding on us completing this building on time. Everybody wants to know 
that the building is on schedule so that it can open on time and no one has to pay extra 
money to hurry up and get it done. There are days when it’s raining or when problems 
arise, and it seems like we may never reach our goal. And that’s just like the Christian 
life. But as Christians, we know—

Tenille enters.

TENILLE: Excuse me, are you Rusty?

RUSTY: Yes, I am. And you are?

TENILLE: Tenille Woods of the American Association of Comedy. We spoke during 
weeks one and two?

RUSTY: Oh yes, so nice to see you again. Have you come to check my permit?

TENILLE: Not at all. We know your permit is on file.

RUSTY: Good.
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TENILLE: Are you aware that it expires in one week?

RUSTY: Say what?

TENILLE: Your permit expires next week. If this series is not wrapped up by next week, 
you will be subject to fines of anywhere from five dollars to one million, five hundred 
sixty three thousand dollars and nine cents, as outlined in the Comedy Permit Code, 
Section 4, paragraphs nine through thirteen.

RUSTY: Wowsers.

TENILLE: Can I tell my people that your skit series will be completed on time?

RUSTY: You know I was just telling these kids that as Christians, we sometimes  
wonder if God will ever complete His work in us. No matter how hard we pray, how 
many scriptures we read, we still struggle to do what’s right and turn from sin. We 
feel weak. We feel like we are not good enough. But the Bible tells us that if we are in 
Christ, we are more than conquerors. God will never give up on us. He will continue His 
work, and faithfully remake us into the image of God.

TENILLE: I never thought of it that way. You know there are days I struggle with being 
compassionate and kind. I wonder if I’ll ever measure up to Jesus.

RUSTY: Don’t give up, Tenille. God will complete the work He’s started in you, in His 
time.

TENILLE: Just like you will complete your series on time?

RUSTY: You bet we will.

TENILLE: I’m glad to hear it.

RUSTY: Don’t worry, we will finish on time!

TENILLE: That’s good to know, but I’m more excited to know that God will finish His 
work in me!



OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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ITEMS NEEDED: 
A daily planner

How many of you use one of these for your daily school work? A day planner can be a 
useful tool, but it can also bring you stress. It’s good to keep track of assignments and 
due dates, but it can also make you feel under the gun. When a deadline is  
approaching for that science fair project or that major presentation, you may wonder if 
it will ever get done. Will you be able to push through and finish on time, or will you be 
walking into the science fair with half a solar 
system?

There are days we feel like God will never finish His work in us. How can He? We feel 
like we are too weak to fight sin. We feel like we’re not good enough. No matter how 
hard we try, we slip into bad habits, calling people names or telling lies to cover our 
mistakes. How will God ever make us into something new?

Paul assures us that if we are in Christ, God is STILL working on us. We are more than 
conquerors, and our sins are already wiped away. God knows what He is doing, and He 
will continue His work in you. It may take more time than we want or expect, but God 
will be faithful, and He will finish the job.

If you’re struggling in your faith right now, take heart. You are more than a conqueror. 
God is only beginning the work of turning you into a new creation!



LARGE GROUP GAME
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WHEN WAS IT BUILT? 

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Five posters, listed below
Five music stands
A timer

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Put posters of five iconic construction projects up on music stands: the Taj Mahal, the 
Eiffel Tower, the Sphinx, Stonehenge, and the Empire State Building. Choose one 
player for this game. The player will have one minute to arrange the pictures, from left 
to right, in order of when they were completed. If they can put them in the correct order 
before time runs out, they win a prize. 

The answers in order are: 

Stonehenge - 3100 BC
The Sphinx - 2494 BC
The Taj Mahal - 1653 AD
Eiffel Tower - 1889 AD
The Empire State Building - 1931 AD

VARIATION: 
You can add more posters for older kids to make it a bigger challenge. 

WHAT’S THE POINT?  
It may take longer than we expect, but God will complete the work he’s started in us. 



LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
God will finish the work He starts in our lives. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that it can take time, but if we continue to trust Him, God will build us into 
people who live more and more like Jesus. 

KEY PASSAGE: 
Romans 8:26-39, More Than Conquerors
 
INTRO:
There are many numbers that a construction worker has to know when taking on a new 
project. They need to know what the budget is. They need to know all the  
measurements on the building. They need to know the quantity of every material  
needed on the building, from nails and lumber to door knobs. But there’s one number 
that is more important than any other – the due date. This number tells everyone on the 
construction site when the building has to be done. Every other number on a  
construction project depends on this number, and if you fail to hit that number, you can 
end up in a lot of trouble.

Behind every building project is a building owner, who is counting on the construction 
crews to complete their job on time. The building owner wants to move into the building 
the moment it’s done, and if a contractor causes any delay, it can cost them serious 
money. Building contracts are written in such a way that there are penalties for finishing 
late. That means a job that was going to earn you a hundred thousand dollars can cost 
you two hundred thousand if you don’t finish on time!

Being a building contractor is very stressful. You’re constantly worrying about having 
enough men on site, having materials arrive on time, and getting each individual part of 
the building completed on schedule. The closer that deadline comes, the more  
stressful the job becomes. Weather delays, shipping delays, and other problems can 
leave a contractor shaking his head, wondering if the building will ever be finished! Yet 
somehow, more often than not, every little task gets done, every piece of the job passes 
inspection, and when the due date arrives, the contractor proudly hands the keys over 
to the owner.

There are many days as believers when we feel like that stressed out contractor.  



LARGE GROUP LESSON

UNDER CONSTRUCTION: RIGHT ON SCHEDULE

As much as we try to live for Jesus and do what is right, we get discouraged by our own 
sin and weakness. We stumble and fall. We mess up over and over. We wonder if God 
still loves us and if He will ever make us right. Paul tells us that we have nothing to fear 
if we are in Christ. God is working on His timeline, and He will finish what He’s started!

READ ROMANS 8:26-39

MAIN POINT:
What an amazing passage this is. Paul begins by letting us know that Gods knows our 
weaknesses better than we do. He knows what we need even before we ask, and He is 
faithfully working to help us overcome those weaknesses.

Paul also reminds us that our sins are forgiven, and there is no condemnation for the 
sins of our past or present. We do not need to be discouraged by our weakness  
because God has forgiven us. We are more than conquerors, and there is nothing  
anyone can do to change our status with God.

It is easy to get discouraged when we stumble and fall, but we have to remember, we 
are on God’s timeline. Our salvation is assured, and our sins are forgiven. God will  
finish the work He has started in His time because He loves us!

DRIVE IT HOME:
What is it about a deadline that’s so stressful? Deadlines are due dates for  
assignments, big or small. Adults have them at work, and kids have them in school. 
Teachers give you deadlines for major projects and major presentations. They give you 
deadlines for returning permission slips and Scholastic book orders. Deadlines help you 
and your teachers to keep moving forward, just as they do adults and their work.  
Deadlines let us know what is expected when so we can plan accordingly.

The trouble with deadlines is that we don’t always look ahead and plan accordingly. 
How many of us wait until the last minute and cram before a test? How many of us are 
up late the night before wondering why PowerPoint won’t work, or sending a parent to 
Walgreens for one more bottle of glue?

It may seem that God is putting us off at times, but the truth is only God knows the plan 
and God knows the timeline. God does not sleep or slumber. He is always at work. He 
knows what we need before we ask, and He is faithful in all things.

If you are already in Christ, God is at work in your heart. You may not be able to see the 
progress every day, but He is slowly building a strong faith and a Christ-like image in 
you. All those prayers you speak are not going unanswered. All those scriptures you 
memorize are not in vain. Nail by nail, brick by brick, God’s work never ceases. 
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He will finish what He has started.

There is no need for discouragement if we are in Christ. Our sins are forgiven, and our 
future is assured. We are more than conquerors, and our God will finish His work on 
time. He will transform you in the image of Jesus!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for never giving up on us. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
Do you have a deadline coming up in the next week? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 127:1a (NIrV)
Have the kids practice saying their memory verse, and then see who can say it back-
wards.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Play a game of hot potato, and see who can be the last person that survives. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Romans 8:26-39

How does God’s spirit help us in our weakness? 

What are some things that discourage us? 

Can anything separate us from God? 

Why does Paul say we are more than conquerors? 

When will God finish the work He started in you? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Finish your work, and make us more like Jesus. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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ICEBREAKER:
Do you have a deadline coming up in the next week? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Psalm 127:1a (NIrV)
Have the kids practice saying their memory verse, and then see who can say it  
backwards.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Play a game of hot potato, and see who can be the last person that survives. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Romans 8:26-39

How does God’s know our weakness better than we do? 

What are some ways you get discouraged in your faith? 

Why does Paul say nothing can separate us from the love of God? 

When will God finish the work He started in you? 

What should we do so that God can best do His work in our hearts? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Finish your work, and make us more like Jesus.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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FILL IN THE BLANK

We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the ______ himself intercedes for us 
through wordless groans. 
SPIRIT

And we know that in all things God works for the ______ of those who love him. 
GOOD

In all these things we are more than _________ through him who loved us. 
CONQUERORS

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to ________ us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.
SEPARATE

God will finish the work He began in you in His ______. 
TIME



IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Everyone hopes to hear from their builder that construction is “right on schedule.”  
Sometimes we might get discouraged, thinking we are too weak or that we are not good 
enough. We must remember that when we follow Jesus, God goes to work inside us. 
God is building something good and amazing in us. Romans 8:26-39, More Than  
Conquerors

      HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Talk to your kids about the schedules and deadlines you have to keep, from the kids’ 
sports schedules to paying the monthly bills. Talk with them about why it’s important to 
make those deadlines. Ask your kids how they can know God is working in them even 
when they feel like giving up. 

     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- How do we know God is still working in us when we feel weak?
- Can anything separate us from God’s love?
- What can we do daily to keep growing our faith?

AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“If the Lord doesn’t build a house, the work of the builders is useless.” Psalm 127:1a 
(NIrV)

     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: 
There are times we all feel discouraged. We wonder if God still cares, and we may 
even wonder if we are still saved. Nothing can separate us from God’s love. Nothing will 
stop Him from loving us. 

5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Under Construction Lesson 7

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: RIGHT ON SCHEDULE
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CRAFT ACTIVITY
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Have the kids cut out a square from orange construction paper. Turn it into a diamond 
shape, and have the kids make a “KIDS UNDER CONSTRUCTION” sign they can hang 
up at home. 


