
BOTTOM LINE: 
Forgive as you have been forgiven. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that when they are tempted to get angry or hold a grudge, they should 
remember they have made mistakes too.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 18:21-35, Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears should listen.’” Mark 4:9 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant will help kids learn that we do not have a right 
to hold a grudge against others.  This parable will help challenge kids to remember 
that they have made mistakes and hurt others when they are tempted to get mad at 
someone else, or judge someone else for making a mistake.  They will be challenged to 
remember how good it felt when someone forgave them and be encouraged to try to do 
the same for someone else.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Thank you for forgiving us. Help us to forgive others. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT
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“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 (NIV)

“Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears should listen.' " Mark 4:9 (NIRV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Choose three kids from the audience. Have each one “sing” the memory verse in a 
different musical style - country, hip-hop, oldies, opera, etc. 

SMALL GROUP: 
Give each kid one word or a few words of the verse on a note card. See if they 
can arrange the cards and get the verse right. Then read the verse aloud with the 
kids. 

MEMORY VERSE
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SKIT
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I WANT MY TWO DOLLARS

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A script

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
2 M 

CHARACTERS: 
The Narrator
Jimmy - A guy the narrator owes two bucks

The Narrator enters with a script. 

NARR: The kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants.  As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold 
was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his 
wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. “At this the servant 
fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I… 

Jimmy enters. 

JIMMY: Hey! Where’s my two dollars? 

NARR: Jimmy? What are you doing here? 

JIMMY: I’m here to see you! I want my two dollars. 

NARR: Uh, can this wait until after church? I’m trying to—

JIMMY: I want my two dollars! 

NARR: Look, Jimmy, I don’t have your two dollars. 

JIMMY: You promised me! 

NARR: I know I promised, but I get paid on Friday, so if you can—
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JIMMY: I want it now! 

JIMMY: A story? What’s it about? 

NARR: Well it’s about this servant who owed a bunch of money to a king. Like 
thousands of dollars. And the king forgave his debt. 

JIMMY: I can relate to that. There’s this guy I know, Big Louie? I owed him like ten 
thousand dollars. I was going through a hard time and couldn’t pay him back, so he told 
me to forget about it. 

NARR: Wow, that was nice of him. 

JIMMY: So same thing happened to this guy? 

NARR: Sure did. 

JIMMY: And that’s the whole story? 

NARR: Not quite. You see there was a guy who owed the servant a few bucks, and the 
servant went after him. He demanded the guy pay him - or else! 

JIMMY: Huh. Isn’t that interesting. So did the guy pay him? 

NARR: He couldn’t pay. And the servant had the man thrown in jail. 

JIMMY: Serves him right. A debt is a debt. 

NARR: But then the king found out. 

JIMMY: He did? 

NARR: Because the servant did not forgive the other man, the king took back his own 
forgiveness. He threw the servant and his whole family in jail. 

JIMMY: Wow. That’s harsh. 

NARR: Yeah, but like you said, a debt is a debt. 

JIMMY: You know what? I’ve been forgiven a lot. Forget the two dollars. 
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NARR: Really? You want me to forget about it? 

JIMMY: I really do. I can’t handle facing Big Louie again. 

NARR: That’s awfully kind of you. 

JIMMY: Eh, forget about it. 



ITEMS NEEDED: 
A baseball

How many of you guys have at least one of these at home? How would you feel if your 
baseball went over the fence in the back yard and your neighbor wouldn’t give it back? 
Would that make you upset? You would want the baseball back - or at least a few bucks 
to buy a new one. 

Now let me ask you this. Suppose you’re playing with this baseball, and this baseball 
goes not over a fence but through a window. How would you feel? More important, 
how would you want the owner of that window - or should I say the owner of the house 
attached to that window - to feel? 

We all feel hurt when someone wrongs us or owes us, but when we feel like we need 
justice, we need to remember how much God has forgiven us. Jesus paid the price for 
ALL our sins on the cross - every sin we have committed or will ever commit. We have 
been forgiven not for breaking a window but breaking commandments over and over 
and over. When we remember how much we have been forgiven, how can we not 
forgive others? 

It hurts when we’ve been wronged. It helps when someone says they’re sorry. But even 
if they never say sorry, we must still forgive because God forgave all of our wrongs. 

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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SHELL GAME

ITEMS NEEDED: 
Three identical cups
A small ball like a marble and the biggest beach ball or other ball you can find.

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose one player for this game. Set the three cups upside down on the table, and 
place the ball under one of the cups. Slide the cups around on the table, mixing and 
moving them quickly, and see if the player can guess where the ball is. If they can 
guess correctly 3 out of 5 times, they win a prize. 

VARIATION: 
Instead of one player, have 3-5 players try the game one time each in an attempt to 
win a prize. 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
After playing the game a few times, hold up the little ball you've been playing with and 
compare it to the large ball.  Remind kids that what we have to forgive others for is like 
the small ball, whereas what Jesus has forgiven us for is like the large ball. We must 
forgive the little debts in our lives because God forgave our big debts. 

LARGE GROUP GAME
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
Forgive as you have been forgiven. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that when they are tempted to get angry or hold a grudge, they should 
remember that they have made mistakes too.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Matthew 18:21-35, Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

INTRO:
Do you have any idea how much it costs to buy a car? How much do you think a car 
costs? How much for, say, a new family car? How much for a sports car? How much for 
a simply used car? 

Let the kids give some answers, then show them some ads from the local paper or local 
car dealers - so they can see how much a car can cost! 

Cars are expensive, aren’t they? Even used cars can be pricey. How many of you here 
have money to walk onto a car lot today and buy a new car? 

Most adults can’t afford to pay cash for a car either, new or old. Adults have monthly 
bills to pay in addition to big expenses like cars. So what do we do? We go into debt. 
We apply for loans, where the bank gives us the money to buy the car and we pay that 
money back, plus extra money called interest. You end up paying a lot more than the 
sticker price for the car because interest can be expensive, but loans and debt allow us 
to buy things like cars we otherwise can’t afford. 

How much do you think it costs to buy a house? Is that more expensive than a car? 
Houses are way more expensive than cars, and almost everyone has to go into debt 
for a house. It can take 20-30 years to pay for a house, and if you make your payments 
every month, you’ll eventually get there. 

But what happens when you can’t make the house payment? What happens when you 
can’t make the monthly payments on the sweet Corvette? Do you think the bank that 
gave you the money is going to let you keep the car or the house? No! If you can’t pay 
the debt, you will lose whatever it was you went into debt to buy. 



LARGE GROUP LESSON
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And good luck trying to get more debt to buy another one! 

Jesus used the idea of debt as the basis for today’s parable. This is a story about mon-
ey, but it’s about much more than that. It’s about learning to forgive as we have been 
forgiven. 

READ MATTHEW 18:21-35

MAIN POINT:

debt. Let’s say, just for fun, he bought a car, but he can’t pay back the man who gave 
him the money. Instead of taking the car or taking away the man’s freedom, the bank 
forgives his debt. He doesn’t have to make any more payments. He is home free! 

In the second part, the man who just had a car loan forgiven goes to see a friend who 
borrowed a few dollars to buy a burrito at Taco Bell. The man can’t pay back the few 

They want the car 
back, and they want the man to pay a penalty. He and his whole family are tossed in 

his own. 

Yes, this is a story about money, but it’s not really about money. It’s about our sin. God 
forgave us for ALL of our sins when Jesus died on the cross. If we want God to forgive 
us, we need to have a forgiving heart. We need to forgive other people, no matter how 
big or small their debts, as he forgave us. 

DRIVE IT HOME:
Forgiveness is not easy. It’s certainly not as easy as saying that you’re sorry to 
someone. Sorry is easy by comparison. We know we’ve done wrong. We feel guilt for 
our actions, and we want the other person to know we are sorry we hurt them. 

Things are a little different when you’re on the other side. When you’ve been hurt, you 
don’t want to forgive. You want that person to pay. Like the unforgiving servant, you 
want to grab the person who owes you by the shirt and shake them and say, “Where’s 
my burrito money?” 

How can any of us get upset over such small debts? When we consider that Jesus died 
for every sin we have done or will do, how can we hold back forgiveness toward 
anyone? Maybe you’ll never trust that person again. Maybe the friendship is going to 
take time to heal. Maybe that other person will have to do something to make up for 
their actions. We still need to forgive with all our hearts! 
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The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant is a powerful reminder of how much God 
forgives us. It cautions us not to withhold our forgiveness because as much as we think 
we’re owed, we owe God so much more than we could ever repay. If there’s someone 
you need to forgive this week, ask God to help you do it. Ask him for the courage to 
forgive. And thank him for all that he has forgiven in your heart! 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Thank you for forgiving us. Help us to forgive others. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



ICEBREAKER:
Is there someone you had to ask for forgiveness from this week? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Mark 4:9
Give each kid one word or a few words of the verse on a note card. See if they can 
arrange the cards and get the verse right. Then read the verse aloud with the kids. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Bring in the cards from the board game Sorry. Lay down 13 pieces of paper on the 
ground. Group the kids into 2 teams. The kids will be the game pieces. Let them take 
turns drawing cards to try to move along the path and see which team can be the first 
to get 1 player or 4 players to the 13th square at end of the path. Normal Sorry rules 
apply (1 or 2 to get out of home, must have the exact right number to finish, etc.)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 18:21-35

What did the king want to do to the servant? 

Why did the king forgive the servant? 

Why did the king change his mind? 

What has God forgiven for us? 

Why do we need to forgive other people, no matter what they may do? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to remember how much Jesus forgave us, so we can forgive others. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
Is there someone you had to ask for forgiveness from this week? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Mark 4:9
Give each kid one word or a few words of the verse on a note card. See if they can 
arrange the cards and get the verse right. Then read the verse aloud with the kids. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Bring in the cards from the board game Sorry. Lay down 13 pieces of paper on the 
ground. Group the kids into 2 teams. The kids will be the game pieces. Let them take 
turns drawing cards to try to move along the path and see which team can be the first 
to get 1 player or 4 players to the 13th square at end of the path. Normal Sorry rules 
apply (1 or 2 to get out of home, must have the exact right number to finish, etc.)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Matthew 18:21-35

Why did the king forgive the servant? 

Why did the king change his mind? 

How much has God forgiven us? 

Why do we need to forgive other people, no matter what they may do? 

What should we do when we do not want to forgive someone? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to remember how much Jesus forgave us, so we can forgive others.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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WHO DID IT? 

Who forgave his servant of a huge debt in this story? 
THE KING

Who had a man thrown in jail over a very small debt? 
THE SERVANT

Who lost his freedom because he was unforgiving? 
THE SERVANT

Whose sins did God forgive? 
OURS

We should forgive other people because ______ died for our sins. 
JESUS

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Parables of Jesus Lesson 4

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT

PARABLES OF JESUS: THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT

IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant teaches us that we do not have a right to hold 
a grudge against others.  It reminds us that we have made mistakes and hurt others 
when we are tempted to get made at someone else, or judge someone else for making 
a mistake.  We should remember how good it felt when someone forgave us and 
encourage us to try to do the same for someone else. Matthew 18:21-35, Parable of the 
Unforgiving Servant

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Do you have monthly credit card debt? A car loan? A mortgage? Talk to your kids about 
these debts. Tell them how much they are, how much you pay monthly, and how long 
it will take to pay them off. Don’t forget to tell them what happens if you can’t pay. Ask 
your kids why it’s important for us to forgive the “debts” of others and what debt God 
has forgiven. 
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- How much debt did the king forgive?
- Why did the king change his mind about the debt?
- What debt has Jesus forgiven for us?

AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears should listen.’” Mark 4:9 (NIrV)

     PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: How can we not forgive others when God has forgiven us 
for so much? Talk to your kids about what it means to forgive. If there’s someone they 
need to forgive but don’t know how, pray with them. Then ask God to give you a 
forgiving heart as well so you can set things right with Jesus and others. 



Print the included slips of paper that say, “Whenever you have to forgive someone, 
remember God has forgiven you s’more.” Let each child color their slip of paper and 
then have them put it in a plastic bag along with a graham cracker, a marshmallow, 
and a mini chocolate bar to take home to help them remember the message of this 
lesson! 

CRAFT ACTIVITY
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“Whenever you have to forgive someone,

remember God has forgiven you s’more.”

“Whenever you have to forgive someone,

remember God has forgiven you s’more.”

“Whenever you have to forgive someone,

remember God has forgiven you s’more.”

“Whenever you have to forgive someone,

remember God has forgiven you s’more.”

“Whenever you have to forgive someone,

remember God has forgiven you s’more.”

“Whenever you have to forgive someone,

remember God has forgiven you s’more.”

“Whenever you have to forgive someone,

remember God has forgiven you s’more.”

“Whenever you have to forgive someone,

remember God has forgiven you s’more.”




