
BOTTOM LINE: 
God wants us to love others - no matter who, no matter when. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that thinking of others ahead of ourselves is really important to God.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 10:25-37, Parable of the Good Samaritan

MEMORY VERSE: 
“Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears should listen.’” Mark 4:9 (NIrV)

SUMMARY: 
Kids will learn from this parable that God wants us to show love to everyone, even 
people who are different than us or might disagree with us.  This parable also shows us 
that we need to be ok with having our plans interrupted if it means we have to choose 
between helping someone and getting to do something we had planned to do.  That’s 
how we show God and others that we love them, by helping even when it’s not always 
easy for us.

SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, 

Help us to be on the lookout for people who need our help. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

LESSON SNAPSHOT

PARABLES OF JESUS: THE GOOD SAMARITAN



“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 (NIV)

“Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears should listen.' " Mark 4:9 (NIRV)

LARGE GROUP: 
Have the kids recite the verse together, but have them talk like they are all 
robots. 

SMALL GROUP: 
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 

MEMORY VERSE
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SKIT
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WHO WILL STOP?

ITEMS NEEDED: 
A microphone

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
2 M, 1 F

CHARACTERS: 
The Narrator
Jacob - A priest
Emily - A TV Reporter

The Narrator enters. 

NARR: A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half 
dead. 

The Narrator lies down on the stage, taking the part of the wounded man. Jacob enters. 

NARR: A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side.  

Jacob looks at the Narrator, steps away, and continues to walk. Emily rushes on with a           
microphone. 

EMILY: I’m Emily Jackson with Action News, and I’m here on the road between 
Jerusalem and Jericho with an on the scene report. Excuse me, Mr. Priest, sir? 

JACOB: You can call me Rabbi.

EMILY: Rabbi? 

JACOB: Rabbi Jacob. 

EMILY: Rabbi Jacob, did you see the wounded man on the side of the road. 



SKIT

PARABLES OF JESUS: THE GOOD SAMARITAN

JACOB: Yes I did. 

EMILY: Can you tell us why you didn’t stop to help him? 

JACOB: Well as you know, I am a priest, and if I come in contact with blood, I will be         
ceremonially unclean and unable to perform my duties as priest for some time. 

EMILY: I see. So you refused to serve that man because then you can’t serve the 
people in your church? 

JACOB: Well, I never said I refused to serve him—

EMILY: But you did! 

JACOB: Technically, yes, but I—

EMILY: Doesn’t God say we need to serve others? 

JACOB: Well, he wants us too, but—

EMILY: Wouldn’t God have wanted you to stop and help that man? 

Jericho, and besides all that… this is a really dangerous road! I mean you can get 
mugged out here. 

NARR: Tell me about it. 

EMILY: How does it feel to know that two thousand years from now, people will 
remember you for doing the wrong thing? 

JACOB: The wrong thing? What should I have done? 

EMILY: You should have helped him, stopped his bleeding, taken him to the next town. 

JACOB: I’m sure someone will stop who has the time and the means. 

EMILY: You’re right. Someone is coming. A Samaritan. 

JACOB: What? A Samaritan? No way! That man is a Jew like me, and Samaritans hate 
us! He’ll probably kick dirt in his face and walk on. 
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EMILY: Wrong! He’ll do everything I told you to do! He’ll bandage his wounds, take him 
to an inn, and pay for all expenses until the man gets better. 

JACOB: Why would he do that? 

EMILY: Because God wants us to help others, no matter who they are, and no matter 

others needs ahead of our own. 

JACOB: Well, maybe I can do a little something for the guy. 

EMILY: It’s too late. I see the Samaritan coming now. 

JACOB: No, really, I have the time, I can—

EMILY: This is Emily Jackson on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho saying, don’t be 
like Rabbi Jacob here. 

JACOB: Hey! 



ITEMS NEEDED: 
A day planner

Do any of you have one of these that you use at school? Do any of your parents use 
a book or an app that helps them to organize their dates and days? Day planners 
are valuable tools. We use them to record everything from homework assignments to 
sports practices to birthdays for people we love. 

Of course if you’ve ever kept a day planner, you’ve probably already discovered that 
things don’t always go as planned. Sometimes game times get moved. Sometimes 
practice gets canceled. Sometimes we have to miss things like school or even birthdays 
because of unfortunate events like getting sick. 

We don’t like to have our plans interrupted, but sometimes it’s important to keep an eye 
out for opportunities we don’t expect - like the chance to serve someone in need. Out of 
the blue, God may put someone in our path we don’t expect at a time that’s not conve-
nient just to see what we will do. 

Will you walk on by like the priest and the Levite? Or will you stop to help someone in 
need, even if it means blowing up your day planner? When we set aside our plans to 
help someone  else, we are truly living like Jesus. 

even when it’s at a bad time. That is how we show that we love our neighbors. 

OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
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UNDER SIEGE

ITEMS NEEDED: 
36 Solo cups
A Nerf gun

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Choose two players for this game. The players will have 60 seconds to stack the 36 
cups up in a pyramid. After 15 seconds has elapsed, have an adult leader start shooting 
darts at the cups from about 15 feet away. The kids will have the remaining 45 seconds 

out, the game is over, and they win. 

VARIATION: 
If you have a lot of cups and two Nerf guns, make it a team competition with 3 members 
on a team. Two team members will build, and the third will shoot at the other team’s 

WHAT’S THE POINT? 
God wants us to be ready to interrupt our schedules to help others in need. 

LARGE GROUP GAME
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
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BOTTOM LINE: 
God wants us to love others - no matter who, no matter when. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that thinking of others ahead of ourselves is really important to God.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Luke 10:25-37, Parable of the Good Samaritan

INTRO:
What is a Good Samaritan? That’s a question almost anyone can answer even if 
they’ve never been to church. A Good Samaritan is a person who stops to help a 
stranger. They interrupt their schedule, stop what they’re doing, and lend a hand where 
it’s needed. Maybe you’ve seen one or two Good Samaritans in action. Your car blows 
a tire on the highway, and someone in a truck pulls over to help your parents change a 
tire. An old lady struggles to load her car with groceries, and a teenager races over to 
lend a hand. 

Good Samaritans are caring. They don’t hesitate to leap into action. They save the day. 
That’s what a Good Samaritan is to us. 

detail, let’s just say that Samaritans and Jews did not get along. Jews would walk miles 
out of their way to avoid walking through Samaria, and Samaritans kept their distance 
from the Jews as well. There was no such thing as a Good Samaritan to the people 
who followed Jesus because in their minds, all Samaritans were BAD! 

When we know the bitterness between the Jews and the Samaritans, it makes the 
Parable of the Good Samaritan all the more powerful. This is the parable where Jesus 
shows us what it costs us to truly love our neighbor. 

READ LUKE 10:25-37

MAIN POINT:
A man was robbed and in need of help. Two men of God, a priest and a Levite, saw the 
man and walked on by. Then a Samaritan came by. Of these three men, the Samaritan 
is the one least likely to lend a hand, but that’s exactly what he does. 



LARGE GROUP LESSON
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The Samaritan refuses to let his differences with the wounded man and his people 
deter him. He bandages his wounds, he takes him to safety, and he pays the innkeeper 
to help with his recovery. 

Loving your neighbor, even if it’s someone who disagrees with you, is a powerful 
lesson, but that’s not the only lesson. Not only does Jesus want us to help everyone, he 

dangerous road for exercise. He had somewhere to be, something to do. He canceled 

recovery. 

The Good Samaritan put the needs of the wounded man ahead of his own plans. He 
didn’t care who he was. He didn’t care what it cost. He did what he needed to do. A 
Good Samaritan helps people in need no matter who they are, no matter what they 
need, and no matter what it costs. That is how we love our neighbor the way Jesus 
loved us. 

DRIVE IT HOME:
Here’s a practical example of what we’re talking about. Was there a time in your life 
when your Mom and Dad made plans to go out? Maybe it was just a date night. Maybe 
it was a weekend getaway. They spent days or even weeks planning that special event. 

They arranged for a babysitter or for your grandparents to watch you and your siblings. 

Then, just before they walked out the door - or right after they left - it happened. You got 
sick. Maybe it wasn’t you. Maybe it was your brother or sister. You certainly didn’t plan 
it, and your parents and sitter never saw it coming. So what happens to Mom and Dad’s 
plans? 

They came home, didn’t they? Or at least one of them did. Whether one or both parents 

time away, their love for you compelled them to stop their plans, to come home, and to 
love you when you needed it most. 

Life happens to all of us. Unexpected events ruin our plans all the time. You know how 
much it means when someone takes time for you. Imagine what it would mean if you 
took time for someone else. 

It doesn’t matter who it is. It doesn’t matter how different they are or how much we 
might disagree with them. Loving our neighbor means loving whomever is in need 
whenever they are in need. 
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It’s not easy canceling plans, and it’s really not easy making time to help someone we 

showing others what it means to love like Jesus. 

Loving your neighbor means loving everyone. It means loving them when they need it, 

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Help us to be on the lookout for people who need our help. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



ICEBREAKER:
Do you have a “Good Samaritan” story about a stranger who helped you and your fam-
ily? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Mark 4:9
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

things they have in common. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 10:25-37

What happened to the man on the road? 

Who refused to help the man? 

Does God want us to help people who are different than us? 

Does God want us to help others if it means interrupting our plans? 

Why is it important to God that we help others, even when it costs us something? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us the hearts to be Good Samaritans. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
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ICEBREAKER:
Do you have a “Good Samaritan” story about a stranger who helped you and your 
family? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Mark 4:9
Have the kids sing the memory verse in the style of their favorite pop/rock singer. 

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

things they have in common. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Luke 10:25-37

Why do you think the priest and the Levite refused to help the man? 

Why did the Samaritan stop to help? 

Why is it important to help people who are different than us? 

Why is it so much harder to help people if it means interrupting our plans? 

Why is it important to God that we help others, even when it costs us something? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God, 

Give us the hearts to be Good Samaritans.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
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TRUE OR FALSE

The man who stopped to help in today’s parable was the one Jesus’ listeners thought 
was least likely to help. 
TRUE

Loving our neighbor means loving friends and family, but not people who are different. 
FALSE

God understands if we don’t help people we don’t get along with. 
FALSE

God expects us to cancel our plans if it means we can help someone in need. 
TRUE

TRUE

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With your Kids

Parables of Jesus Lesson 3

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: THE GOOD SAMARITAN

PARABLES OF JESUS: THE GOOD SAMARITAN

IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
God wants us to show love to everyone, even people who are different than us or might 
disagree with us.  The Parable of the Good Samaritan also shows us that we need to 
be ok with having our plans interrupted if it means we have to choose between helping 
someone and getting to do something we had planned to do.  That’s how we show God 
and others that we love them, by helping even when it’s not always easy for us. Luke 
10:25-37, Parable of the Good Samaritan

     HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Do you have any Good Samaritan stories of strangers who helped you? Share one with 
your kids this week, and look for an opportunity to be a Samaritan with your kids.  

AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Why did the Samaritan help a man who might not have been someone he got along
with?

- Why is it important to God that we help others in need?

AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“Then Jesus said, ‘Whoever has ears should listen.’” Mark 4:9 (NIrV)

      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Being a Good Samaritan means more than helping people who are different. It means being 
willing to sacrifice our time, our plans, and our resources for someone in need. Thank God 
for the Good Samaritans in your life, and ask Him to help you be one to others.



Have the kids color the included Good Samaritan coloring page.

CRAFT ACTIVITY

PARABLES OF JESUS: THE GOOD SAMARITAN 





CU
T O

N
 D

A
SH

ED
 LIN

E

“Then Jesus said, “W
hoever has ears should listen.' " 

M
ark 4:9 (N

IRV
)

“Then Jesus said, “W
hoever has ears should listen.' " 

M
ark 4:9 (N

IRV
)

“Then Jesus said, “W
hoever has ears should listen.' " 

M
ark 4:9 (N

IRV
)

“Then Jesus said, “W
hoever has ears should listen.' " 

M
ark 4:9 (N

IRV
)




